2020 Election Preview—Executive Summary
STATE ASSEMBLY
All 99 Assembly Districts are up for election in 2020. Assembly Republicans, who currently hold 63 seats to
the Democrats 36, are heavy favorites to remain in the majority after the dust settles in November.
Republicans need to defeat three Democrat incumbents to garner a veto override majority (2/3 majority or
66 seats). Democrats would need to retain their three competitive seats and flip 14 Republican districts
(the same number of seats Republicans flipped in 2010 to take back the majority). The majority of highly
competitive seats in the Assembly are concentrated in the Milwaukee suburban area, some of which were
long considered to be safely held by Republicans. In recent years, there’s been a shift throughout the state of
rural areas becoming more red and suburban areas more blue.
Likely Outcome: Assembly Democrats retain their seats and pick-up 3-5 Republican seats.

STATE SENATE
Senate Republicans are in the majority with 18 seats to the Democrat’s 13 (2 are vacant). Republicans need
to win three net seats to garner a veto override majority (2/3 majority or 21 seats). Democrats would need to
flip three Republican seats to retake the majority while defending three competitive seats they currently
hold. Republican-held seats are less likely to flip than Dem-held seats, based on the numbers.
Likely Outcome: Senate Republicans retain their seats and pick-up 1-2 Democrat seats.

STATE ASSEMBLY

Races to Watch
Assembly District 13

Rep. Rob Hutton (R)

Waukesha & Milwaukee Counties (51% GOP)

Sara Rodriguez (D)

This seat is one of the top targets for Democrats as they look to make inroads in the
suburban Milwaukee area. Hutton ran unopposed in 2014 and 2016 before narrowly
winning re-election in 2018 with 51% of the vote. Trump also took 51% in the district,
six points worse than Mitt Romney four years earlier, demonstrating the weakness
Trump has created in this area.

Assembly District 14

Rep. Robyn Vining (D)

Waukesha & Milwaukee Counties (54% GOP)

Bonnie Lee (R)

The 14th AD was the lone seat Assembly Democrats were able to pick-up in 2018 while
Democrat Tony Evers won the governor’s race. Republicans aim to retake the seat that
was once a GOP-stronghold but has turned sharply in the Democrats favor since 2016.
Hillary Clinton carried the district in 2016 with 52% of the vote.

Assembly District 15

Waukesha County (52% GOP)

Rep. Joe Sanfelippo (R)

Jessica Katzenmeyer (D)

Another suburban district that is trending in the wrong direction for Republicans, Democrats view the 14th AD as a pick-up opportunity in the Trump era. Sanfelippo had a
strong showing here in 2018, garnering 56% of the vote, and was unopposed the cycle
prior. Trump won the district by eight points in 2016 while Democrat Tammy Baldwin
took just over 50% here in 2018.

Assembly District 21

Rep. Jessie Rodriguez (R)

Milwaukee County (51% GOP)

Erik Brooks (D)

Rodriguez has easily won re-election since taking office in 2013, including last cycle
when she garnered 55% of the vote. The seat is expected to be more competitive this
year due to cratering GOP numbers in the suburbs, along with a strong challenger in
South Milwaukee Mayor Erik Brooks. Trump carried the district with 53% in 2016.

Assembly District 23

Rep. Jim Ott (R)

Milwaukee & Ozaukee Counties (51% DEM)

Deb Andraca (D)

Of the suburban seats that have shifted in the Democrats favor in recent cycles, the
23rd is one of the most prominent. Incumbent Ott narrowly won in 2018 while at the
top of the ticket Democrat Hillary Clinton carried the district with 53%. In no other district did Trump fall as far from Romney’s performance in 2012 when he took 57% of
the vote.

Assembly District 24

Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Washington, Waukesha (52% GOP)

Rep. Dan Knodl (R)

Emily Siegrist (D)

Incumbent Dan Knodl took 54% of the vote here in 2018, outperforming top of the
ticket. The 24th AD has fallen significantly in recent cycles, going from a safe Republican to a highly competitive district. Trump carried the district in 2016 with 52% of the
vote. In 2018, Tammy Baldwin narrowly defeated Republican Vukmir with 50.6%.

Assembly District 30

St. Croix County (52% GOP)

Rep. Shannon Zimmerman (R)

Sarah Yacoub (D)

Although this largely suburban seat has moved slightly towards Democrats in the past
two election cycles, Zimmerman carried it with 56% in 2016 and 54% in 2018. Democrats are hoping to replicate Tammy Baldwin’s numbers here in 2018 when she carried
the district with 52% of the vote.

Assembly District 51

Rep. Todd Novak (R)

Richland, Iowa, La Fayette, Green, Sauk (55% DEM)

Kris Marion (D)

Novak is facing headwinds as this district continues trends blue; however, he has managed to pull off narrow victories in the last three election cycles. This continues to be
one of the Democrats best pick-up opportunities based on the numbers. Marion ran
for the state Senate in 2018 and was defeated 46-54 by Howard Marklein.

Assembly District 55

Rachel Cabral Guevera (R)

Outagamie & Winnebago Counties (52% GOP)

Dan Schierl (D)

The 55th AD is open due to the retirement of GOP Rep. Mike Rohrkaste. Trump exceeded 55% here in 2016 but GOP numbers dropped significantly in 2018 when Democrat
Tammy Baldwin narrowly carried the district.

Assembly District 73

Rep. Nick Milroy (D)

Burnett, Douglas, Washburn Counties (45% DEM)

Keith Kern (R)

Long considered a safe Democrat district, Republicans are eyeing this seat as a
potential pick-up after Trump lost it by only 11 votes in 2016. Milroy hasn’t faced an
opponent since 2010 when easily won in a wave year for Republicans. The City of
Superior anchors the district and is heavily Democratic while the remainder is
modestly Republican.

Assembly District 74 Bayfield, Douglas, Sawyer, Ashland, Iron, Price, Vilas (46% D)

Rep. Beth Meyers (D)

James Bolen (R)

This district has moved in the direction of becoming competitive in 2016 when Trump
carried it with 51.5% of the vote - just four years after Democrat Obama received
nearly 60% here. Meyers easily won re-election in 2018 with 56% of the vote. GOP
candidate Bolen should be familiar to voters having run for state Senate here in 2018
when he lost to Senator Janet Bewley by only 2 points.

Assembly District 82

Rep. Ken Skowronski (R)

Milwaukee County (54% GOP)

Jacob Malinowski (D)

The 82nd AD was considered safe GOP just two years ago - Skowronski ran unopposed
in 2016 & 2018 - but is trending DEM along with the other seats in the Milwaukee
suburbs. Trump received 54% here in 2016. The ballot includes a third-party candidate,
Marc Ciske, running as an Independent.

Assembly District 85

Rep. Pat Snyder (R)

Marathon County (51% GOP)

Jeff Johnson (D)

While this Wausau-based seat remains highly competitive, it has trended Republican in
recent cycles. Snyder first won the seat with 53% of the vote in 2016 and garnered 55%
as the incumbent in 2018. Trump carried the district with 53% in 2016.

Assembly District 88

Rep. John Macco (R)

Brown County (52% GOP)

Kristin Lyerly (D)

Macco scored a 6-point victory in 2018, however, U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin proved
Democrats could carry the district during that same election, winning by 6-points over
her GOP opponent. Trump carried the district by eight points two years earlier.

Assembly District 96

Rep. Loren Oldenburg (R)

Crawford, Monroe, Vernon Counties (49% DEM)

Josefine Jaynes (D)

A swing-seat that was easily won by Barack Obama twice before backing Donald
Trump, the 96th is considered to be highly competitive. Oldenburg won the seat with
52% of the vote in 2018. Trump received 55% here in 2016.

STATE SENATE

Races to Watch
Senate District 8

Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Washington, Waukesha Counties (54% GOP)

Sen. Alberta Darling (R)

Neil Plotkin (D)

Democrats are hoping an erosion of GOP support in the Milwaukee suburbs is enough to
unseat veteran lawmaker Alberta Darling. The 8th SD has not been carried by a DEM in
recent history but has gone from Safe GOP to Lean GOP in the Trump era. Trump took
54% of the vote there in 2016 while GOP U.S. Senate candidate Vukmir, who lost
statewide by over 10 points, was able to garner 52% in 2018.

Senate District 10

Burnett, Polk, St. Croix, Dunn & Pierce Counties (54% GOP)

Sen. Patty Schachtner (D)

Rep. Rob Stafsholt (R)

Incumbent Schachtner is facing a strong challenge in this historically red district. After

Trump carried the 10th SD with 59% of the vote in 2016, Schachtner surprised many
when she easily won a 2018 special election to succeed longtime GOP Sen. Sheila
Harsdorf after she stepped down to join the Walker administration. This is the DEM
held Senate district that is most likely to be won by Republicans this cycle.

Senate District 18

Winnebago & Fond du Lac Counties (53% GOP)

Sen. Dan Feyen (R)

Aaron Wojciechowsk (D)

Feyen was first elected in 2016, defeating his DEM challenger by 8 points. Trump also

easily won the district that year with 57% of the vote. U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin
narrowly carried the district last election cycle, giving Democrats some hope they can
flip the seat. This contest has not received significant third-party spending, indicating
Feyen may be well-positioned to retain the seat.

Senate District 24

Monroe, Jackson, Wood, Adams, Portage, Waushara (50% GOP)

Sen. Patrick Testin (R)

Paul Piotrowski (D)

Testin was first elected in 2016, when he scored a surprise win over longtime
incumbent Julie Lassa. Long thought of as a DEM seat, the 24th SD has been trending
red in recent years and is considered a 50/50 district. Walker received 52% of the vote
in 2014 while Trump garnered 53% in 2016 while Testin got 52% that year.

Senate District 30

Jonathon Hansen (D)

Brown, Marinette, Oconto Counties (52% GOP)

Eric Wimberger (R)

One of the true toss-up contests this cycle. The 30th is open due to the retirement of
Sen. Dave Hansen. His nephew is running for the seat, which Republicans are hoping to
flip. Wimberger ran unsuccessfully in 2016, narrowly losing to Hansen by 2 points.
Showing the swing-nature of the district, Trump received 56% of the vote here in 2016
while Baldwin garnered 53%.

Senate District 32

Brad Pfaff (D)

La Crosse, Monroe, Vernon, Crawford Counties (55% DEM)

Dan Kapanke (R)

Kapanke is facing an uphill battle as he looks to flip this DEM-leaning seat — the only
one being targeted by Republicans this cycle that Trump did not carry four years ago.
The former senator has shown an ability to overperform top-of-the-ticket in the past,
winning here twice, including 2004 when he faced Pfaff the first time. He nearly won a
third time in 2016 when he lost by 56 votes as Clinton took defeated Trump by 4 points

2020 ELECTION—TARGETED BIOS
Sylvia Ortiz-Velez (D-Milwaukee)

8th Assembly District

Ortiz-Valez is a member of the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors, representing District 12. Born on
Milwaukee’s South Side, she is a former small business operator and community volunteer. She earned a
Political Science degree from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She is running to fill the seat left open by
current Rep. JoCasta Zamarripa (D-Milwaukee) who is not seeking reelection. Velez advanced from the Democratic primary with 52.2% of the vote.

Dora Drake (D-Madison)

11th Assembly District

Drake currently works as a Member Service Coordinator at the Center for Self Sufficiency where she provides
re-entry services to support those who are re-entering society. She earned a Bachelor’s in Social Welfare and
Justice from the Marquette University. Drake is running to fill the seat left open by current Rep. Jason Fields
who is not seeking reelection. Drake advanced from the Democratic four-way primary with 47.5% of the vote.

Supreme Moore Omokunde (D-Milwaukee)

17th Assembly District

Moore Omokunde was first elected to the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors in 2015, and re-elected in
2016 and 2018. Supervisor Moore Omokunde is Chair of the Health and Human Needs Committee and a
member of the budget-setting Finance and Audit Committee. He also serves on the Milwaukee Public Museum
Board of Directors and on the Milwaukee County Human Rights Commission. Prior to joining the Milwaukee
County Board, he served as the community organizer for the Sherman Park Community Association where he
worked with block clubs, established the Friends of Sherman Park group and helped to formulate a Neighborhood Improvement District. He is running to fill the seat left open by former Rep. David Crowley who resigned
after being sworn in as Milwaukee County Executive in May. Moore Omokunde advanced from the Democratic
three-way primary with 48.6% of the vote.
Clint Moses (R-Menomonie)

29th Assembly District

Moses lives on a small farm where they raise sheep and cattle in the Menomonie Township. In 2003 he opened
Red Cedar Chiropractic with his wife, Dr. Nora Moses. He holds a Psychology BA, Human Biology BS, and Doctor
of Chiropractic. Moses has served on the Tall Oaks Council for the Boy Scouts of America, Colfax Health &
Rehabilitation board, Rotary Club of Menomonie member and Past President, Community Foundation of Dunn
County member, past grants chair, board president, and current school board member for the School District of
the Menomonie Area. He is running to fill the seat left open by current Rep. Rob Stafsholt who is on the ballot
for the 10th Senate District. Moses advanced from the Republican three-way primary with 38.1% of the vote.

Calvin Callahan (R-Tomahawk)

35th Assembly District

Callahan holds a Bachelors of Business Administration with a Minor Marketing and is currently a Lincoln County
Supervisor, Owner of Callahan Wholesale, Chairman of the Republican Party of Lincoln County, and Business
Manager for family owned B&T Rentals. Callahan has also served as the Tomahawk Future Business Leaders of
America’s Chief Communications Officer and worked with organizations such as Tomahawk Extended Area
Partners in Education to provide educational opportunities to our youth and work with the school districts. He is
running to fill the seat left open by current Rep. Mary Felzkowski who is on the ballot for the 12th Senate
District. Callahan advanced from the Republican primary with 72.2% of the vote.

Alex Dallman (R-Green Lake)

41st Assembly District

Dallman is an Outreach Representative, with a BS in Political Science and American Government. Dallman is
also currently a Licensed Basketball Official, a member of the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association, and
a Green Lake County Election Inspector. Previously, he was a Constituent Services Representative and has held
positions with the Office of Congressman Glenn Grothman including Deputy Campaign Manager, and Executive
Assistant. Dallman is running to fill the seat left open by current Rep. Joan Ballweg who is on the ballot for the
14th Senate District. Dallman advanced from the Republican four-way primary with 49.3% of the vote.

Sue Conley (D-Janesville)

44th Assembly District

Conley has served her community leading in the nonprofit sector as a volunteer and board member for more
than 30 years. She served as executive director, first at the YWCA of Rock County and later at the Community
Foundation of Southern Wisconsin. She is currently serving her second term on the Janesville City Council as
Council President. Conley is running to fill the seat left open by current Rep. Deb Kolste who is not seeking
reelection. Conley advanced unopposed in the Democratic primary.

Samba Baldeh (D-Madison)

48th Assembly District

Baldeh is an IT Project Manager at American Family Insurance Company where he has been employed for 20
years. He has been an Alder on the Madison Common Council for three terms and served as Council President
in his second term. In 2018 he was awarded the Midge Miller Award for Outstanding elected official. In
addition to the committees he serves on at the city council, he is a member of the University of Wisconsin Madison Community Advisory Council and the Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI) Mandela Washington
Fellowship Advisory committee. Baldeh is running to fill the seat left open by current Rep. Melissa Sargent who
is on the ballot for the 16th Senate District. Baldeh advanced from the Democratic four-way primary with
49.5% of the vote.

Racheael Cabral Guevara (R-Fox Crossing)

55th Assembly District

Guevara is a board-certified Family Nurse Practitioner and a licensed Advanced Practice Nurse Prescriber
who holds a Masters of Nursing, Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing, and Bachelor’s of Science in Biology and
Chemistry. She opened NPHS – Nurse Practitioner Health Services LLC in Appleton which is a cash based clinic
which does not take insurance, posts all prices online and offers housecall services. She currently teaches at
the University of Wisconsin – Oshkosh within the College of Nursing. Guevara is running to fill the seat left
open by current Rep. Mike Rohrkaste who is not seeking reelection. Gueuvara advanced from the Republican
four-way primary with 58.5% of the vote.

Lee Snodgrass (D-Appleton)

57th Assembly District

Snodgrass is Communications Director for the Girl Scouts of the Northwestern Great Lakes. She serves as the
2nd Vice Chair for the Democratic Party of Wisconsin. Snodgrass ran unsuccessfully as a 2018 State Senate
candidate in the 19th against Senate President, Roger Roth. Snodgrass is running to fill the seat left open by
current Rep. Amanda Stuck who is on the ballot for the 8th Congressional District. Snodgrass advanced unopposed in the Democratic primary.

Donna Rozar (R-Marshfield)

69th Assembly District

Rozar is a medical-surgical RN in the cardiac unit and previously has been an emergency room RN, a nurse
practitioner, and nurse educator. Rozar has served as a Wood County Board Supervisor since 2000 and is the
current chair of the Health and Human Services Committee. Rozar is running to fill the seat to left open by
current Rep. Bob Kulp who is not seeking reelection. Rozar advanced from the Republican four-way primary
with 53% of the vote.

David Armstrong (R-Rice Lake)

75th Assembly District

Armstrong has been Executive Director of the Barron County Economic Development Corporation since 2013.
Armstrong is currently President of the Rice Lake Cable Commission, a member of the Rice Lake Utility Commission and Rice Lake Tourism Commission, Rice Lake Chamber of Commerce board member, past President and
current member of the Law Enforcement Foundation of Barron County and volunteer mentor at Rice Lake High
school. He previously served two-terms on the Rice Lake City Council. Armstrong is running to fill the seat left
open by current Rep. Romaine Quinn who is not seeking reelection. Armstrong advanced unopposed in the
Republican primary.

Francesca Hong (D-Madison)

76th Assembly District

Hong is a professional chef and owner of Morris Ramen. Hong founded the Culinary Ladies Collective (CLC) in
2016 and serves as the president of the Board of Directors. Hong is running to fill the seat left open by current
Rep. Chris Taylor who is not seeking reelection. Hong advanced from the Democratic seven-way primary with
28.1% of the vote.

Kristina Shelton (D-Green Bay)

90th Assembly District

Shelton holds a Master of Science in Health Promotion Management and is Program Director at the YWCA
Greater Green Bay. She managed a national grants program, facilitated an urban wellness coalition, and initiated and facilitated an organization-wide diversity leadership team. Shelton sits on the Green Bay Area Public
School Board. She was previously Northeast Regional Coordinator for the Women’s March Wisconsin. Shelton
advanced from the Democratic primary with 78.8% of the vote defeating current Rep. Staush Gruszynski.

Mary Felzkowski (R-Irma)

12th Senate District

Felzkowski (formerly Czaja) was first elected to the Wisconsin State Assembly in 2012 and is currently serving
her fourth term as State Representative for the 35th Assembly District. She is the owner of C.I.S. Insurance
Group in Tomahawk. Felzkowski is currently serving as the Assistant Majority Leader in the State Assembly and
as a member of the Committee on Forestry, Parks and Outdoor Recreation, the Committee on Sporting
Heritage, the Committee on Health, Committee on Rules, and is the Co-Chair of the Joint Survey Committee on
Retirement Systems. During this session, she also served on the Speaker's Task Force on Water Quality. She
previously served as a member of the state budget-writing Joint Committee on Finance. Felzkowski is running
to fill the seat left open by Sen. Tom Tiffany who won a special election in the WI 7th Congressional District.
Felzkowski advanced unopposed from the Republican primary.

Joan Ballweg (R-Markesan)

14th Senate District

Ballweg was first elected to the Wisconsin State Assembly in 2004. Now in her eighth term, Ballweg serves as
co-chair of the Joint Committee on Review of Administrative Rules, and on the Children and Families, Colleges
and Universities, International Affairs and Commerce, Jobs and the Economy, Mental Health, Regulatory
Licensing Reform, Rules, Tourism, and the Joint Legislative Council. In 2019, Joan chaired the Speaker’s Task
Force on Suicide Prevention and became the National Chair for the Council of State Governments. In 2020, she
was appointed to the Governor’s Task Force on Student Debt. Ballweg formerly served as mayor of the City of
Markesan and on the Markesan Council. Ballweg is running to fill the seat left open by current Sen. Luther
Olsen who is not seeking reelection. Ballweg advanced unopposed from the Republican primary.

Melissa Sargent (D-Madison)

16th Senate District

Sargent was first elected to the Wisconsin State Assembly in 2012. She currently serves on the Committee on
Audit, Committee on Mental Health, Committee on Science and Technology, Committee on Small Business
Development, Committee on Substance Abuse and Prevention, Joint Committee on Information Policy and
Technology, Joint Legislative Audit Committee and the Speaker's Task Force on Suicide Prevention. She is a
small business owner that previously sat on the Dane County Board of Supervisors. Sargent is running to fill the
seat left open by current Sen. Mark Miller who is not seeking reelection. Sargent advanced unopposed from
the Democratic primary.

Kelda Roys (D-Madison)

26th Senate District

Currently an attorney, Roys was previously elected as State Representative to the 81st Assembly District in
2007. While in office she was elected Democratic Caucus Chair. Roys left her Assembly seat in 2013 to run for
office in the open 2nd Congressional District. She lost to Mark Pocan in a four-candidate Democratic primary.
Roys earned her law degree from the University of Wisconsin, where she worked for the Wisconsin
Innocence Project. Roys is running to fill the open seat to replace current Sen. Fred Risser who is not seeking
reelection. Roys advanced from the Democratic seven-way primary with 40.2% of the vote.

Julian Bradley (R-Franklin)

28th Senate District

Bradley was born in Baltimore, Maryland, and moved to La Crosse, Wisconsin, when he was 11. He studied
political science at Temple University and later at University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. Bradley is active in the
state-level Republican Party, having been elected as chairman of the Republican Party of La Crosse County and
to the Wisconsin GOP executive committee. He is also a manager at a telecommunications firm. Bradley is
running to fill the open seat to replace current Sen. Dave Craig who is not seeking reelection. Bradley advanced
from the Republican five-way primary with 40.7% of the vote.

