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Wisconsin’s 
Municipal 
Electric Utilities



Municipal
Utilities

• Owned by the municipal corporation; governed by a 
“utility commission” or the city council/village board

• Count on MEUW for services — safety, education, news
• Retail services regulated by the Public Service 

Commission of Wisconsin
• Wholesale transactions (i.e., power contracts) regulated 

by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
• Municipal joint-action agencies provide power supply 

and other services to their member utilities 

2

=



Public Power in Wisconsin
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Origins of Public Power 
• Late 1800s – Remote parts of country                                        

(including in Wisconsin) were not going                                           
to generate enough revenue for                                              
investor-owned utilities

• Local leaders were not content to wait –
economic development opportunities

• Formed own electric utility to serve community
• Wisconsin’s first was in New Richmond, 1890
• More than 50 in Wisconsin by 1920
• Today, >80% are more than century old
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1890 (Original)
1891 +1 
1894 +5
1895 +1
1897 +1
1898 +5
1899 +2
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Growth of 
Wisconsin’s                   
Public Power 
Utilities
1890-1900

New Richmond 16 municipalities 
within 10 years
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Median:
1,920

Total: 305,000+
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7,352

Meter counts, as of 12/31/2023
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1890 1900 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

1928

Municipal electric 
utilities form 

trade association

1890

First public 
power utility in 

Wisconsin is 
established in 

New Richmond

MEUW members 
establish the 

Municipal Wholesale 
Power Group in 

response to high 
wholesale rates

1961

1977

Wisconsin passes 
legislation enabling 
two or more 
communities with 
electric utilities to 
form a joint-action 
agency

MEUW forms a 
Generation and 
Transmission 
Committee to 
champion “joint 
action”

1974

2020

Late 
‘90s

MEUW expands 
service offerings 
for members, 
adding safety and 
education to 
advocacy focus

1980

WPPI Energy is 
incorporated as 
Wisconsin’s first 
joint-action agency

2023

MEUW 
marks 95th 
anniversary

Brief History of Public Power in Wisconsin

1931

Wisconsin passes 
legislation 
exempting 
municipally-
owned utilities 
from taxation

1945

Wisconsin’s 
newest 
municipal 
electric utility  
is established                           
in La Farge 
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WPPI 
Energy

(41)

IOUs and 
other (19)

UMMEG
(10)

Great 
Lakes 

Utilities
(11)

Wisconsin municipal utilities’
wholesale power suppliers

UMMEG is Upper Midwest Municipal Energy Group
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City Council 
or Village 

Board
(38)

Utility 
Commission*

(43)

Wisconsin municipal utilities’
governance model

* Some communities refer to their governing body  as a 
Utility Committee, Utility Board, or Board of Public Works



Public Power Advantages
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Notes
1. PILOT payment is a statutory formula (66.0811(2)) based on plant.
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(1) Bill data is based on comparison of December 2022 bills from 94 municipal and investor-owned utility companies regulated by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin.
(2) Source: Energy Information Administration, 2021 (public power data includes only the 22 largest municipal electric utilities that are required to report).
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About MEUW



About MEUW
• Statewide trade association; formed in 1928

• Mission: Unify and strengthen community-owned utilities
• Affiliated with American Public Power Association

• Support all of Wisconsin’s municipal electric utilities
• Safety training and education
• Mutual aid coordination
• Advocacy 
• Leadership and management training
• Issues education and collaboration

• Office in Sun Prairie; 12-person staff across state
• 19-member statewide Board of Directors
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Actively Engaging with MEUW 
Provides Opportunities
• In addition to safety, advocacy, and training:

• Networking with other utility leaders, forming professional 
relationships and contacts

• Talking with and hearing from subject matter experts
• Professional development for you and your staff
• Clearer understanding of issues and topics impacting 

municipal utilities and how to influence them
• Access to data and insights from other utility operations
• Direct access to more than 100 Associate Members 

representing utility product and service providers
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Why Public Power Engagement and 
Advocacy Matter
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Why Public Power Engagement and 
Advocacy Matter
• It only takes one piece of unfavorable legislation to 

impact costs for all municipal utilities. 
• If the public power voice and interest isn’t properly 

represented, there could be significant long-term 
costs. 

• It’s critical that we raise awareness among our 
legislators to help them understand the needs and 
interests of municipal utilities. 
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Joining together and presenting a unified voice to promote 
public power’s interests to lawmakers.
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www.meuw.org

Check out our website for 
information and events

Read our weekly communications 
to stay informed

Contact us with questions or 
requests:
office@meuw.org
(608) 837-2263

mailto:office@meuw.org
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