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Legislative Update 
This issue of Under the Dome provides an update on the biennial budget process, 
prevailing wage law, utility vehicle exemption, WRS legislation and the appointment 
of PSC Commissioner Mike Huebsch. 

BIENNIAL BUDGET UPDATE 

The Joint Finance Committee (JFC) began voting on portions of the budget Wednesday, April 15. They have taken 
up a number of state agencies as of April 22, including the Public Service Commission (PSC) and the Office of the 
Commissioner of Insurance (OCI).  

Public Service Commission 

On April 15, the JFC took up the proposed budget for the PSC. They approved the following motions on a 12-4 
partisan vote: 

1. Motion #24 - Cuts the authorized appropriation the PSC may expend for intervenor compensation by one half,
(intervenors can only receive 50 percent of the costs of participating in a case), and eliminates the $300,000 annual grant
created in 2009 WI Act 383 that is given to “nonprofit corporations that have a history of advocating at the commission
on behalf of ratepayers.” Citizens Utility Board has been the recipient of this grant.

2. Motion #48 – Deletes Governor Walker’s recommendation to appropriate $250,000 from the PSC budget for a study on
health effects of wind turbines, and instead require the PSC to conduct a review of studies on health effects. If the review
finds negative health effects, the PSC may submit changes to the siting/setback rule.

The 50 percent cut to intervenor compensation and elimination of the annual grant received swift reaction from 
several customer and renewable energy groups. Please click here for coverage of the issue in the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel. The Customers First Coalition issued a press release April 17 urging legislators to reverse this decision. 

Office of the Commissioner of Insurance 

On April 17, the JFC unanimously approved Motion #107 offered by Sen. Howard Marklein (R-17) to delay 
elimination of the Local Government Property Insurance Fund for two years, and to adopt the policy rates and 
structure recommended by the funds Advisory Committee.   

MEUW spent a significant amount of time meeting with JFC members to relay our concerns regarding the proposal 
to eliminate the fund. We are very pleased that extensive lobbying efforts by The Kammer Group resulted in a major 
win for our members. This delay provides members more time to research options while allowing additional insurers 
to enter this market.   

MEUW will keep you updated on this proposed delay in closing of the fund as it works through the remainder of the 
budget process. 

LEGISLATION MEUW IS CURRENTLY FOLLOWING 

Recently introduced items are italicized: 

• AB 32 - Prevailing Wage: This bill, introduced by Rep. Hutton (R-13) and Sen. Vukmir (R-5), would
eliminate the requirement that laborers, workers, mechanics and truck drivers employed on the site of a
project of public works be paid the prevailing wage. MEUW has supported similar legislation in the past
several legislative sessions as a means for our members to reduce the overall cost of infrastructure
replacement. The bill has been referred to the Assembly Committee on Labor but has not been scheduled for
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a hearing. In recent meetings with legislators, MEUW has been asked to suggest reforms to the current law. 
MEUW has responded with a proposal to exempt municipal utilities from prevailing wage or, at a 
minimum, create a single threshold of $500,000 for any municipal utility project. MEUW has registered in 
support of this bill. 

• AB 122 / SB 80 – Road Access for Utility Trucks in Emergencies: This bill, introduced by Sen. Jerry 
Petrowski (R-29) and Rep. Mary Czaja (R-35), exempts public utility vehicles from special or seasonal weight 
limits on class B highways in order to allow these vehicles to operate legally to restore service outages. The 
bill was approved by the Assembly on April 14, the Senate on April 21, and will now head to the governor’s 
desk for signing. MEUW supported this bill.

• AB 156 / SB 134 – Wisconsin Retirement System: This bill, introduced by Rep. Thiesfeldt (R-52) and Sen.
Petrowski (R-29), provides municipalities interested in participating in the WRS the option to join
incrementally by applying the benefit to only newly hired employees while allowing current employees to
finish their careers under their existing retirement plan. As drafted, the bill also provides a municipality the
ability to exclude its public utilities from joining WRS as long as their current plan was substantially
similar to WRS, as determined by the Department of Employee Trust Funds. MEUW worked with the bill
authors to entertain an amendment that provides a technical language fix that retains the initial intent of
the legislation while eliminating a subjective determination by the Department of Employee Trust Funds.
The bill received an informational hearing on April 21 with the Assembly Committee on Urban and Local
Affairs. Rep. Thiesfeldt introduced the bill and the amendment. Sun Prairie Utilities and MEUW testified
at the hearing in support of the bill with adoption of the technical amendment. MEUW has registered in
support of the bill because it provides significant flexibility to the five MEUW members that do not
currently participate in WRS.

• AB 20 - Made in America Act: This bill, introduced by Rep. Jorgensen (D-43) and Sen. Hansen (D-30),
would require contractors to use materials made in America for all public works projects. The bill has been
referred to the Assembly Committee on State Affairs and Government Operations but has not been
scheduled for a hearing. MEUW has not taken a position on this bill.

• AB 66 - Wisconsin Renewable Energy Development Authority: This bill, sponsored by Rep. Shankland (D-
71) and Sen. Miller (D-16), creates an independent public entity, governed by an 11-member board, to steer
and expand investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency in Wisconsin. MEUW has not taken a 
position on this bill. 

• SB 72 - High-Capacity Wells: This bill, introduced by Sen. Mark Miller (D-16) and Rep. Cory Mason (D-66),
establishes standards and a process for designating areas of the state as groundwater management areas, to
ensure sustainable use of surface and ground water. The bill has been referred to the Senate Committee on
Natural Resources and Energy but has not been scheduled for a hearing. MEUW has not taken a position on
this bill.

• LRB 1446 - High-Capacity Wells: This bill, sponsored by Rep. Nerison (R-96) and Sen. Gudex (R-18),
essentially eases regulation on high-capacity wells due to recent court cases that have changed the DNR’s
authority to oversee high-capacity wells.

PSC COMMISSIONER APPOINTMENT – MIKE HUEBSCH 

On April 21, the Senate confirmed the governor’s appointment of Mike Huebsch to the PSC. 

The next issue of Under the Dome will be published May 8. 
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