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Legislative Update 
This issue of Under the Dome provides an update on the current legislative session, 
the proposed biennial budget, an informational hearing on the Focus on Energy 
program and the launch of Fair Rates for Wisconsin’s Dairyland. 

2015-2016 Legislative Session Update 

The legislature has turned its focus on the proposed biennial budget. The Joint Finance Committee (JFC) held four 
public hearings across the state March 18 through March 26. Issues consistently addressed at the hearings included 
UW System funding, K-12 school funding, transportation funding, Family Care, IRIS (a Medicaid home and 
community-based services waiver for self-directed long-term care needs for adults) and School Choice. Several 
members of the JFC indicated that after listening to the public, the legislature needs to address IRIS and Family Care 
rather than support the governor’s proposed overhaul of the program. Then, if there are problems with the programs, 
they feel that the legislature should address them. 

As reported in the Feb. 27 and March 13 editions of Under the Dome, MEUW is following two items of significance 
to members in the governor’s budget proposal – consolidation of state agencies’ I.T. functions with the Department 
of Administration (DOA) and elimination of the Local Government Property Insurance Fund (LGPIF).  

MEUW held several meetings with JFC members the week of March 16 to relay our concerns with these proposals. In 
general, the members met with were aware and supportive of MEUW’s concerns related to consolidating the Public 
Service Commission’s (PSC) custom I.T. processes with DOA. The opposite held true for the LGPIF, in which they 
were supportive of eliminating the fund and having the private market supply the policies. MEUW will continue to 
meet with other JFC members to voice concerns. 

The JFC is expected to begin voting on the proposed budget the week of April 6. 

Here is a recap of the issues MEUW is following (recently introduced items are italicized): 

• SB 80 – Road Access for Utility Trucks in Emergencies: This bill, introduced by Sen. Jerry Petrowski (R-29) 
and Rep. Mary Czaja (R-35), exempts public utility vehicles from special or seasonal weight limits on class B 
highways in order to allow these vehicles to operate legally to restore service outages. The bill received a hearing 
March 25 in the Senate Committee on Transportation and Veterans Affairs. MEUW has registered in support 
of this bill. 

• AB 20 - Made in America Act: This bill, introduced by Rep. Jorgensen (D-43) and Sen. Hansen (D-30), 
would require contractors to use materials made in America for all public works projects. The bill has been 
referred to the Assembly Committee on State Affairs and Government Operations but has not been 
scheduled for a hearing. MEUW has not taken a position on this bill. 

• AB 32 - Prevailing Wage: This bill, introduced by Rep. Hutton (R-13) and Sen. Vukmir (R-5), would 
eliminate the requirement that laborers, workers, mechanics and truck drivers employed on the site of a 
project of public works be paid the prevailing wage. MEUW has supported similar legislation in the past 
several legislative sessions as a means for our members to reduce the overall cost of infrastructure 
replacement. The bill has been referred to the Assembly Committee on Labor but has not been scheduled for 
a hearing. MEUW has registered in support of this legislation. 
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• AB 66 - Wisconsin Renewable Energy Development Authority: This bill, sponsored by Rep. Shankland (D-
71) and Sen. Miller (D-16), creates an independent public entity, governed by an 11-member board, to steer 
and expand investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency in Wisconsin. MEUW has not taken a 
position on this bill. 

• SB 72 - High-Capacity Wells: This bill, introduced by Sen. Mark Miller (D-16) and Rep. Cory Mason (D-66), 
establishes standards and a process for designating areas of the state as groundwater management areas, to 
ensure sustainable use of surface and ground water. The bill has been referred to the Senate Committee on 
Natural Resources and Energy but has not been scheduled for a hearing. MEUW has not taken a position on 
this bill. 

• LRB 0268 - Wisconsin Retirement System: This proposed legislation, sponsored by Rep. Thiesfeldt (R-52) 
and Sen. Petrowski (R-29), provides municipalities interested in participating in the WRS the option to join 
incrementally by applying the benefit to only newly hired employees while allowing current employees to 
finish their careers under their existing retirement plan. 

• LRB 1446 - High-Capacity Wells: This bill, sponsored by Rep. Nerison (R-96) and Sen. Gudex (R-18), 
essentially eases regulation on high-capacity wells due to recent court cases that have changed the DNR’s 
authority to oversee high-capacity wells. 

Badger-Coulee Transmission Line Approved 
Yesterday, the PSC approved the Badger Coulee Transmission Line Project. The project, proposed by American 
Transmission Company (ATC) and Xcel Energy, includes over 180 miles of 345 KV lines and is estimated to cost 
$580 million. The cost of the project will be shared by 15 states and the Canadian province of Manitoba; Wisconsin 
ratepayers will pick up about 15 percent of the project cost. 

MEUW filed comments with the PSC in November 2014 in support of the project and MEUW’s board of directors 
approved a resolution supporting the need for the Badger Coulee transmission line in 2011. MEUW supports this 
project because it increases the efficiency of the transmission grid and allows load-serving entities to access the 
lowest-cost sources of electric generation, including out of state renewables.  

FEDERAL ISSUES 
Rail Shipper Fairness Act Introduced 

Sen. Tammy Baldwin introduced the Rail Shipper Fairness Act of 2015 March 24. Sen. Baldwin addressed this crucial 
issue with MEUW members at the March 11 congressional delegation meeting with members scheduled during the 
2015 APPA Legislative Rally. This legislation continues her strong advocacy to shine light on rail service issues since 
her days in the U.S. House of Representatives. According to Sen. Baldwin’s press release, “The bill aims to reduce 
costs and improve service problems faced by a broad coalition of Wisconsin rail shippers; including farmers, 
manufacturers and utilities.” 

MEUW supports this legislation through their affiliation with BadgerCURE and is thankful to Sen. Baldwin for her 
tireless work to address this issue. 

The next issue of Under the Dome will be published April 10. 
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