
Under the Dome 
 
March 13, 2015  |  VOLUME 12, ISSUE 5 
 

A Periodic Publication from the Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin 
 

 
725 Lois Drive, Sun Prairie, WI 53590 | Website: www.meuw.org | Contact: zbloom@meuw.org  |  Page 1 of 2 

 

 

Legislative Update 
This issue of Under the Dome provides an update on the current legislative session, 
the proposed biennial budget, an informational hearing on the Focus on Energy 
program and the launch of Fair Rates for Wisconsin’s Dairyland. 

2015-2016 Legislative Session Update 

After passing in the Senate and Assembly, right-to-work legislation, was signed into law March 9 by Governor 
Walker. The legislature will now turn its focus on the proposed biennial budget. 

Here is a recap of the issues MEUW is following (recently introduced items are italicized): 

• LRB 0268 - Wisconsin Retirement System: This proposed legislation, sponsored by Rep. Thiesfeldt (R-52) and 
Sen. Petrowski (R-29), provides municipalities interested in participating in the WRS the option to join 
incrementally by applying the benefit to only newly hired employees while allowing current employees to finish 
their careers under their existing retirement plan. The proposed legislation is out for co-sponsorship until  
March 20. 

• SB 72 - High-Capacity Wells: This bill, introduced by Sen. Mark Miller (D-16) and Rep. Cory Mason (D-66), 
establishes standards and a process for designating areas of the state as groundwater management areas, to 
ensure sustainable use of surface and ground water. The bill has been referred to the Senate Committee on 
Natural Resources and Energy but has not been scheduled for a hearing. MEUW has not taken a position on 
this bill. 

• AB 32 - Prevailing Wage: This bill, introduced by Rep. Hutton (R-13) and Sen. Vukmir (R-5), would 
eliminate the requirement that laborers, workers, mechanics and truck drivers employed on the site of a 
project of public works be paid the prevailing wage. MEUW has supported similar legislation in the past 
several legislative sessions as a means for our members to reduce the overall cost of infrastructure 
replacement. The bill has been referred to the Assembly Committee on Labor but has not been scheduled for 
a hearing. MEUW has registered in support of this legislation. 

• AB 20 - Made in America Act: This bill, introduced by Rep. Jorgensen (D-43) and Sen. Hansen (D-30), 
would require contractors to use materials made in America for all public works projects. The bill has been 
referred to the Assembly Committee on State Affairs and Government Operations but has not been 
scheduled for a hearing. MEUW has not taken a position on this bill. 

• AB 66 - Wisconsin Renewable Energy Development Authority: This bill, sponsored by Rep. Shankland (D-
71) and Sen. Miller (D-16), creates an independent public entity, governed by an 11-member board, to steer 
and expand investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency in Wisconsin. MEUW has not taken a 
position on this bill. 

• LRB 1446 - High-Capacity Wells: This bill, sponsored by Rep. Nerison (R-96) and Sen. Gudex (R-18), 
essentially eases regulation on high-capacity wells due to recent court cases that have changed the DNR’s 
authority to oversee high-capacity wells. 
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Biennial State Budget Update 

The state budget process is in full swing. The Joint Finance Committee (JFC) received updates from various state 
agencies the week of March 2 and has scheduled four regional public hearings across the state to provide an 
opportunity for the public to engage with the committee. The hearings are schedule for the following locations: 

• March 18 – Brillion, Brillion High School 

• March 20 – Milwaukee, Alverno College 

• March 23 – Rice Lake, UW-Barron County 

• March 26 – Reedsburg, CAL Auditorium 

We encourage MEUW members to consider testifying in support of LGPIF at one of the hearings listed. Please 
contact Zak Bloom at zbloom@meuw.org if you are interested, and MEUW will provide you with talking points for 
your testimony.   

The JFC is expected to begin voting on the proposed budget the week of April 6.  

MEUW Engagement in Proposed Budget 

As we reported in the Feb. 27 issue of Under the Dome, MEUW is following two items of significance to members in 
the governor’s budget proposal. 

The proposed budget includes consolidating state agencies’ I.T. functions with the Department of Administration. 
The PSC has many custom I.T. processes related to its operations and the Focus on Energy program that are 
confidential in nature and require onsite support. MEUW is concerned that these proposed changes will have a 
negative impact on the high level of service our members currently receive from the PSC.  

The proposed budget also includes elimination of the Local Government Property Insurance Fund. The program 
would be closed to new policies and existing policies would not be renewed. We have heard from several MEUW 
members that their utility and municipality would be impacted by this proposal. MEUW is concerned that 
comparable coverage, flexibility and pricing does not appear to be available through private insurers. We have asked 
the JFC to preserve the LGPIF, or alternatively, encourage them to delay elimination of the program to allow more 
time for private insurers to enter this market. 

MEUW distributed a memo March 12 to members of the JFC outlining our concerns with the proposed budget’s 
impacts on the PSC and LGPIF. We will be meeting with each JFC member the week of March 16 to further discuss 
our concerns. 

The next issue of Under the Dome will be published March 27. 




