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STATE UPDATE
2015-2016 State Legislature

The 2015-2016 state Legislature kicked off with the inauguration on Jan. 5 and the first floor 
session on Jan. 7. At the time of this article, committee appointments have been made in 
the Senate but not the Assembly. MEUW will provide a complete list of relevant committee 
appointments when they are completed. This legislative session promises to be jam-packed 
as legislators consider the state budget (including consolidation of up to seven state agencies), Right To Work legislation, 
Government Accountability Board reform, School Choice and transportation funding. Major energy issues include WEC’s 
acquisition of Integrys, distributed generation and retail choice. 
Glenn Grothman announced his resignation from state Senate, effective Jan. 3. Governor Walker has called for a special 
election to fill the now vacated seat in District 20. Thus far, three candidates are planning to run: state Rep. Duey Stroebel, 
Ozaukee Co. Board Chairman Lee Schlenvogt and former assembly candidate Tiffany Koehler. The primary election will be 
held Feb. 17 and the general election will be held April 7.
2013 Wisconsin Act 274

As of Dec. 29, 16 MEUW members have filed with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin to change their deferred 
payment agreement offerings to residential tenant customers. Those members are: Juneau, Florence, Stoughton, Rice Lake, 
Reedsburg, Pardeeville, Sheboygan Falls, Princeton, Benton, Columbus, New Holstein, Sun Prairie, Wonewoc, Plymouth, 
Black River Falls and Oconto Falls. All filings are consistent with the four pre-approved conditions contained in MEUW’s 
general docket, 5-EI-152.
MEUW will be meeting on Jan. 8 with our colleagues from The League of Wisconsin Municipalities, MEG-Water, Wisconsin 
Rural Water, and several personnel from our collective memberships to layout the tax roll process for 2015. We want to thank 
Diane Hermsen (Kaukauna) and Paula Maurer (Menasha) for volunteering to work on this initiative. The main goal of this 
initiative is to prepare educational materials for members to better understand changes to the tax roll process for 2015.
We also want to take this opportunity to remind you that another provision of Act 274 goes into effect Jan. 1. Members are 
now required to notify landlords of a tenant’s past-due balance within 14 days of the charges becoming past due. 
Badger CURE (Citizens United for Rail Equity)

Badger CURE has focused on rail service issues that have become quite serious over the past year, especially coal and ag/
fertilizer deliveries. Coal inventories for some utilities/cooperatives are 60-70 percent below their contracted levels. Badger 
CURE, WPPI Energy and Dairyland Power Cooperative are raising the issue of coal deliveries with our US congressional 
delegation. A letter was sent on Nov. 19 by Sen. Baldwin and Reps. Kind, Duffy, Petri, Ribble and Ryan to the Surface 
Transportation Board outlining concerns about coal deliveries and electricity price spikes due to potential shutdown of coal 
plants if rail service failures persist.
Distributed Generation

The PSCW has completed the electric rate cases for Madison Gas & Electric (MGE), Wisconsin Public Service (WPS) and 
We Energies (WE). All three rate cases included significant increases 
to the residential monthly customer charge. MGE’s customer 
charge increased from $10 to $19 (including a $4 grid connection 
charge), WPS’s customer charge increased from $10.40 to $19, and 
WE’s customer charge increased from $9 to $16. WE also added a 
solar surcharge of $3.80/kW/month and reduced the solar buyback 
rate from $.14/kWh to $.03/kWh. WE’s existing DG customers are 
grandfathered from these changes for a period of ten years.
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Upper Midwest Joint Action Agencies to  
Consolidate Operations
The Upper Midwest Municipal Power Agency (“UMMPA”), a municipal joint action agency organized under Iowa law, 
is transferring operations to a sister agency, the Upper Midwest Municipal Energy Group (“UMMEG”). The transfer of 
operations, which has been approved by all fifteen of UMMPA’s municipal members, will become effective Jan. 1, 2015.  
UMMEG is a long-standing municipal electric company formerly known as the “Western Wisconsin Municipal Power 
Group.” The Wisconsin project agency recently amended its formation agreement to accept former UMMPA members in 
Iowa and Minnesota, taking advantage of changes to Wisconsin law that now permit municipal electric companies to include 
non-Wisconsin municipal members.  
“The move allows us to consolidate the two agencies and move forward as one organization,” said Chuck Christensen, general 
manager of Cumberland Utilities and President of UMMEG. 
Cumberland serves as the administrative head of UMMEG, 
which provides a range of services to its members, including 
the purchase of wind energy through long term contracts with 
Iberdrola Renewables and the Cashton Greens Wind Facility, 
as well as the procurement of transmission service under a 
Shared Transmission System agreement with Dairyland Power 
Cooperative. “We anticipate the consolidation will bring greater 
efficiency to our members,” said Christensen, who expects 
the agency to remain active in pursuing power supply-related 
opportunities to benefit its members.

FEDERAL UPDATE
EPA Clean Power Plan 

MEUW joined with WUA and WECA to sign Wisconsin Joint Utility comments in response to EPA’s proposed regulation 
of carbon dioxide from existing power plants. These comments were drafted by WPPI Energy, Wisconsin’s investor-owned 
utilities and Dairyland Power Cooperative. In addition to laying out concerns with the four building blocks of the proposed 
rule, the comments express concern over the lack of credit for early action, the front-loaded nature of the proposed rule, and 
the proposed rule’s impact on reliability. These comments will become the basis of our advocacy efforts with our congressional 
delegation and activities in-state.
There has been considerable action in Washington, D.C. in the past few months. On Dec. 19, 2014 three members of our 
state’s congressional delegation (James Sensenbrenner, Reid Ribble and Sean Duffy) signed a letter urging President Obama 
to direct EPA to withdraw the proposed rule citing concerns over continued affordability and reliability of electricity, future 
economic growth and job creation. In addition, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) announced it will hold 
national and regional technical conferences to address any issues concerning the reliability of the power grid and the efficient 
operation of wholesale electric markets that may arise in the context of potential state and regional compliance approaches 
to EPA’s Clean Power Plan. 
Coal Ash 

On Dec.19, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released its final coal combustion residuals (CCR or coal ash) 
rule. The rule, which applies to new and existing facilities, regulates coal ash as a non-hazardous solid waste and establishes 
nationally applicable minimum criteria for the safe disposal of coal combustion residuals. Generally, the rule will take affect 
six months after it is formally published in the Federal Register, which could occur by mid-January. 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

On Dec. 16, the Senate confirmed Colette Honorable to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) by voice vote. 
Ms. Honorable’s confirmation fills the seat vacated by John Norris, who resigned in August to become Minister-Counselor 
for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Ms. Honorable will serve the remainder of Norris’s term (until June 30, 2017).
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