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The 2016 MEUW/Wisconsin Rural Electric Cooperatives Joint Supermtendents Conference will be held Jan. 27-29
at the Glacier Canyon Lodge in Wisconsin Dells, WI. Sessions will include mutual aid best practices, competitive
bidding, micro grids, energy storage, smart grid, arc flash, PPE and more. Municipals and cooperatives will gather
jointly on Thursday of the event. The conference also includes the annual WUSA trade show. The trade show brings
together the industry’s most important manufacturers and suppliers and showcases the latest products, materials
and technologies in the utility industry. See more than 15,000 square feet of exhibits and 60+ manufacturers and
suppliers of the latest and most in-demand products and services.

B We are pleased to have Lee Shelby as our keynote speaker for both the conference and
I graduation banquet. Lee's story about a work-related accident has the ability to deeply impact an
audience and is ideal for inspirational, motivational and safety awareness speaking engagements.
Lee has helped thousands of people understand the importance of staying focused, eliminating

distractions and not taking shortcuts through his live presentations. Both he and his story are
unforgettable. His words are simple, and he tells us things we think we already know, but he tells
it in a way that will dramatically change our attitudes toward safety forever.

Download the complete agenda and conference overview. Registration is now open on the MEUW website. We
look forward to seeing everyone for an exciting few days including the Apprentice Graduation Banquet, WUSA
Trade Show and a welcoming cocktail hour hosted by WUSA on Wednesday evening!

Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin’s mission is to lead, unify, advance and protect the interests of Wisconsin's municipally owned MEUW 24/7 Emergency Notification Contact Information:
utilities. Since 1928, MEUW has been the trade association for Wisconsin’s 82 public power communities and is affiliated with the 1-844-MEUW 911 (1-844-638-9911)
American Public Power Association (APPA), www.publicpower.org.
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MEUW Executive Director’s Corner

By Matt Bromley, MEUW Executive Director

The first snow storm of the season is raging outside my office window and it is symbolic of the
flurry of activity happening inside the state Capitol. With only a couple months left in the 2015-16
legislative session, state lawmakers are rushing to get bills introduced and through the legislative
process.

Among the bills recently introduced and speeding through the Capitol’s hallways is Assembly
Bill 554 and Senate Bill 432 that would make it easier for private out-of-state companies to purchase municipal water and
sewer utilities. MEUW is opposed to the legislation because it would greatly diminish the local community’s voice over the
control of their utility.

Currently, before a municipal utility can be sold, a municipality must adopt an ordinance or resolution authorizing the
proposed sale. The proposal is then submitted to the Public Service Commission (PSC) which must set the price and terms
of the sale and impose conditions necessary to protect the public interest. After the PSC’s review, the proposed sale must then
be approved by a majority of the municipality’s voters in a referendum. These steps are carefully designed and sequenced to
ensure that the customers have an informed voice in the sale of their community-owned utility.

AB 554 / SB 432 proposes to eliminate the local referendum requirement unless a petition signed by at least 25 percent of the
municipality’s voters is filed within 30 days after adoption of a resolution or ordinance. Gathering that many signatures in
such a short amount of time would be very difficult and would likely mean that a municipal water or sewer system would be
sold to a private company without any direct say from the customers that own, and are served by, the utility.

AB 554 / SB 432 is authored by Rep. Tyler August (R- Lake Geneva) and Sen. Frank Lasee (R- De Pere), and supported by
Aqua America, a large private water utility company with operations in eight states, including Illinois. While the changes
proposed by the legislation apply to the sale of municipal water and sewer utilities and not electric utilities, MEUW views it
as a significant threat to the very existence of municipal utilities. We encourage you to contact your state representative and
state senator right away to express your concerns with this legislation.

As you contact your legislator, you should also mark your calendar and plan on attending the Municipal Utilities Legislative
Day on February 17 at the Monona Terrace Convention Center in Madison. MEUW, Wisconsin Rural Water Association,
Wisconsin Water Association, and the Municipal Environmental Group Water and Wastewater Divisions sponsor the event
to give municipal utility officials, mayors, utility commissioners, city and village officials an opportunity to discuss and learn
more about state legislation and regulations affecting municipal utilities. Registration information will be available soon.

2016 Wisconsin Energy Providers Conference

Feb. 2-3, Madison

Save the date for the 2016 Wisconsin Energy Providers Conference held Feb. 2-3 at the Monona Terrace in Madison, WI.
This event attracts attendees from municipal electric utilities, investor-owned utilities, cooperatives, consulting groups,
state agencies and legislators. It is an excellent opportunity to discuss issues of concern to the utility industry while
networking with fellow industry colleagues, state legislators and regulators. The conference is a collaborative effort between
MEUW, Wisconsin Utilities Association, Wisconsin Electric
Cooperative Association, WPPI Energy and Dairyland Power
Cooperative.

60 years of

UTILITY KNOW-HOW

We’ve got the electrical, safety and MRO
products you need to get the job done.

All utility industry professionals are invited to attend! This
year’s agenda will cover the Clean Power Plan, state issues and
utility security.

IEZ2A| BORDER STATES

Supply Chain Solutions™

262.347.2199 | borderstates.com
N29W23606 Woodgate Court E | Pewaukee WI

201669 (2015-06)

[ 2 g |
LJ M E UW Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin | 725 Lois Drive, Sun Prairie, W1 53590 | Phone: 608-837-2263 | Website: www.meuw.org



https://www.borderstates.com

Lives Lines | January 2016 - Page 3

MEUW Safety Corner

By Chris Schlechta, MEUW Director of Safety Services

I'm still not sure how the end of this year came up so quickly. After the huge snow dump that much
of the state saw on Dec. 29, I think Mother Nature was caught off guard too and tried to unload any
remaining snow for 2015 in one day. The new year, however, gives us the chance at new opportunities
and to write the next chapter for MEUW. As we close 2015 I'm thankful for the dedicated efforts of
the entire MEUW staff over the past year. In 2014 there were a lot of major changes implemented in
our internal processes that have been adopted and refined throughout 2015 and into the new year.
I'm excited to see many of these projects come to an end in 2016, and look forward to moving on to the next chapter that will
hopefully be written with a little less of a fevered pitch than the past couple of years.

My challenge to you in 2016 is to do something different. In safety, complacency is one of the factors that we have an ongoing
battle with as a human behavior to prevent injuries. Even the best safety program/record can fall victim to complacency if
there isn’t a constant effort to improve or evolve your approach. If you don’t have a great safety record, it’s all the more reason
to do something different. If you haven't participated in any of MEUW’s safety programs beyond the Job Training and Safety
Program, we offer a couple of options to provide you with knowledgeable safety professionals. MEUW offers some great
training opportunities through our Management Training Program, if you haven't attended this program or there are new
members to your management team, I would strongly encourage you to consider attending. There are a number of topics
covered that are important to building and sustaining a safety culture within your utility.

Beyond MEUW’s program offerings, look for ways to improve your safety consciousness at work. Take a critical look at how
you do things or how you approach your work. If you are always looking for a way to do something different, you are always
challenging yourself to improve.

I wish everyone a happy, safe, and healthy New Year!

Public Power Lineworkers Rodeo

Registration is open for the 2016 APPA Lineworkers Rodeo!
Join lineworkers from public power utilities throughout the
nation and represent your utility with pride as you compete /‘
at the journeyman or apprentice level. Participants will learn ’~ z l E L l E s
from some of the nation's top experts and develop lasting '.
friendships with lineworkers who share a similar dedication

and passion for the craft. Q@g nus FO[" ﬂ,u @O[AI"
Visit www.PublicPower.org/Rodeo or contact Rodeo@ Ve 6 ot ﬂ’t( ON MANA 6 enment nee ds

PublicPower.org for more information.

zielies.com 1-877-550-7689

Forster
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I Engineering

Exce//ence in Electr/cal D/str/but/on Design since 1 981

* Directional Drilling
R * Trenching & Plowing

\‘FRGROPND - Fiber Splicing

forstereng@forstereng.com 550 North Burr Oak Ave.
WWW. fors?geng com ¢ 835-9009
BUILDING TOMORROW'S UTILITIES TODAY. o Electrical Engineering Cons,m,ng
and Planning i
e Electrical System Comﬁuter le‘g
1.866.370.2243 * email: info@jrundergroundlic.com ° Electrical System Cf’°fdl"'<'=1t"3H a“‘% ® Insulated Power Cal
916 Blake Street « P.O. Box 82 - Blanchardville, WI 53516 Sectionalizing . z | e Power Line Design
© Distributed Generation | e Stray Voltage and Other Fle. -
o Field Inspections and Inventories ' Testing | 3
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Save the Date! Management Training Program - Session D

Watch for registration materials available soon.

The 2015-2016 MEUW Management Training Program continues with Session D: Utility Accounting and Finance on
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 2016 at the Glacier Canyon Lodge in Wisconsin Dells. Baker Tilly joins us to instruct this session.

Understanding the various financial aspects associated with utility operations is essential for anyone in a management
position. This one-day course is designed to provide attendees with the fundamentals of public utility accounting, a clear
understanding of business operations, how to review and ensure budgets, and knowledge of regulations.

Topics covered will include:

« How to read financial statements « Audits and regulatory reports (PSC uniform system

» How to develop and track your department budget of accounting)

« How proper invoice coding/inventory tracking affects »  Financial tools for assessing utility health

the bottom line o Electric and water rates (wholesale and retail)

« Why decisions are made from a financial perspective « Public Service Commission of Wisconsin regulations

« Your responsibility to ratepayers and community and other industry regulations

leaders  Understanding utility tariffs

o Internal control methods

About the Program:

The MEUW Management Training Program consists of six sessions and has been a successful effort in providing education
to create “home grown” management personnel. This program is designed for both existing managers, midlevel managers
and future management prospects offering relevant and engaging sessions. Participants may start at any point in the six-
session (A-F) program, which is scheduled over a two-year period. MEUW will recognize those who complete the program.
Click here to learn more about the program and the sessions offered for the 2015-2016 cycle.

Save the Date! Municipal Utilities Legislative Day

Watch for registration materials available soon.

Register to attend this year’s Municipal Utilities Legislative Day held Feb. 17 in Madison to learn how
you can make a difference! Join us for this collaborative effort, powered by MEUW, Wisconsin Rural
Water Association (WRWA), Wisconsin Water Association (WWA), and Municipal Environmental
Group Water and Wastewater Divisions to learn more about hot topics and pending legislation [REVIGN(GIZNTRIGPIRGYIOS
affecting municipal utilities. LEGISLATIVE DAY

The day will consist of a legislative briefing and panel of speakers located at The Monona Terrace at 2 O 1 6
no cost to attendees. You'll also have a chance after lunch to connect with legislators and help them
understand how their decisions directly impact your community!

“Utility Sales and Service, reaching farther than the Competition” F I_I I_ I_— S E R V | E E E D N S |-| I_ -|- A N -|— S

UTI LI I Y Communications, IT, and Smart Grid Automation

SALES Economics, Rates, and Business Planning

& Electrical Engineering
SERVICE

Planning and Design
Procurement, Contracts, and Deployment

'P ‘S Power System
Engineering, Inc.
www.powersystem.org 866-825-8895
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Coming Events

Jan. 27-29 MEUW WI/REC Joint Superintendent’s
Conference, Wisconsin Dells
Register to attend!

Feb. 2-3 Wisconsin Energy Providers
Conference, Madison
Feb. 10 MEUW Management Training
Program: Session D, Wisconsin Dells
Feb. 17 Municipal Utilities Legislative Day,
Madison
Mar. 7-9 APPA Legislative Rally, Washington D.C.
Mar. 28-31 MEUW JT&S Watt-Hour Meter

Workshop, Green Bay

Mark your calendar! Visit the MEUW website for a full list of
events scheduled through 2016.

APPA Legislative Rally

March 7-9, Washington D.C. - We invite you to attend!
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Sponsor the 2016 Watt-Hour
Meter Workshop!

Attn: WUSA Members

The 2016 MEUW JT&S Watt-Hour Meter Workshop will be
held March 28-31 in Green Bay, WI. This annual workshop
is MEUW’s largest job training and safety specific event
and attracts a variety of utility professionals including
superintendents, utility directors, lineman, foreman, meter
technicians, engineers and electricians.

MEUW is pleased to offer WUSA members a sponsorship
opportunity for this conference. Click here for more
information. The event also includes a trade show for WUSA
members to exhibit their products and services. Keep an eye
out for registration materials; available in the beginning of
February.

APPA will hold its annual Legislative Rally in Washington, D.C., from March 7-9, 2016. The Rally
provides an opportunity for municipal electric utility officials to talk to Congress about the direct
impact of federal action at the local level. As an attendee, you will be the voice that influences
policymaker’s decisions affecting the public power community; representing more than 47 million
Americans that benefit from being served by public power.

MEUW, WPPI and GLU have once again teamed up to assist Wisconsin public power utility
commissioners, mayors, general managers and superintendents to become involved in the federal
legislative process during the annual event. Face-to-face interactions with members of the Wisconsin
Congressional Delegation play an essential role in effectively expressing the impacts of federal
legislative initiatives on our local electric utilities. These constituents’ visits help to keep a local focus,
front and center, for our congressional representatives.

If you are planning on flying out for this event, please email rstephenson@meuw.org by Friday,
January 15. APPA registration for the event is now open, book your room at the Grand Hyatt early!
For more information on the Rally, and a complete list of APPA events, please visit the APPA website.

boardman

& clarkip

LAW FIRM

MUNICIPAL UTILITY COUNSEL

Energy o Telecommunications « Water & Wastewater
Land Use « Environmental « Employee Benefits
Labor & Employment o Green Strategies

Madison WI « (608) 257-9521 » www.boardmanclark.com

RELAX.

YOU CALLED ENERGIS.

920.632.7929 | info@energisinc.com
energisinc.com
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A Classifiods

Brodhead Water & Light (BWL) is accepting
applications for a journey-level electric lineworker.
Consideration will also be given to apprentice
lineworkers and those who have completed the
Electrical Power Distribution Program. Applications
will be accepted until the position is filled. Click here for
a complete job description and application details.

Manitowoc Public Utilities (MPU), is seeking
applications for the position of journeyman line
technician. This is a full-time position and requires
constructing and maintaining electric power facilities
up to 69 kilovolts. Applications will be accepted until
the position is filled. Click here for a complete job
description and application details.

Waunakee Utilities is accepting applications for a
journey-level electric lineworker. Applications will
be accepted until the position is filled. Click here for a
complete job description and application details.

Send your employment opportunities to Rachel Stephenson
at rstephenson@meuw.org.

Connect with MEUW on LinkedIn!
Stay up-to-date on the latest news, insights and
opportunities from MEUW. Follow us today!

OMEUW

Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin \ 725 Lois Drive, Sun Prairie, Wl 53590 \ Phone: 608-837-2263 \ Website: www.meuw.org
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The Energy Center of Wisconsin
Continuing Education:

LED lighting technologies: evaluating
performance and financial considerations

January 27 | 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. | La Crosse, WI

LEDs are rapidly changing the landscape for commercial
and industrial lighting systems. Learn how to compare
LED lighting solutions to existing systems using metrics
such as product life, lumen output, productivity, human
centric lighting, color rendition, ambiance, dimmability,
energy consumption, recycling issues, and cost.

Evaluate several lighting systems and calculate the
benefits of upgrading to LEDs. Discuss lighting trends,
federal legislation, Energy Star and DesignLights
Consortium compliant products, rebates and new code
changes that will affect future lighting solutions and

controls. Learn more and register today.

A. C. Engineering Company

N16 W22040 Jericho Drive Waukesha, WI 53186-1169  (262) 547-2006 Fax (262)

"Field Service by Electrical Engineers"

Field Testing, Repairs, and Maintenance on all Types and
Manufacturers of Substation Electrical Equipment

Innovative, practical maintenance solutions that will keep your
substation equipment running longer
N16 W22040 Jericho Drive 0262 547-2006

53186-1169 m 414 550-0736
WWw.acengineer.com email: ray@acengineer.com
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http://www.acengineer.com
http://www.blpole.com
http://www.meuw.org/employment
http://www.meuw.org/employment
http://www.meuw.org/employment
http://www.seventhwave.org/education/onlocation/led-lighting-technologies-evaluating-performance-and-financial
https://www.linkedin.com/company/municipal-electric-utilities-of-wisconsin
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BAKER TILLY

Jodi Dobson Accountants and Advisors
jodi.dobson@bakertilly.com

Tom Unke bakertilly.com
thomas.unke@bakertilly.com 800 362 7301

Baker Tilly refers to Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP, an independently owned and managed
member of Baker Tilly International. © 2015 Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP
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“THE TRANSFORMER PEOPLE”®

RR ELECTRIC

®  SUPPLY COMPANY INCORPORATED

DENNIS VAN DAM

PO BOX 180, COLMAN, SD 57017
:EIIBLBIZERI.I-ER (605) 534-3555 * FAX (605) 534-3861
——— DIAL DIRECT FREE 800-843-7994
dennis@trelectric.com e http://www.t-r.com

WE BUY,

Powerful
solutions for

ldause your energy

POWERENGINEERING needs.

Solutions for your substation and T&D projects that are:
» Innovative « Technically sound
« Cost effective » Operable

For experience you can trust, contact:
Dave Kratise, P.E. - dkrause@krausepowerengingsring com
Fhone: 715-577-1369  Fax: 715-861-3916
wisny krausep owerenginesring. com

RIGHT-OF-WAY CLEARING

“Clearing The Way To Reliable Energy”
(715) 428-2121 makovsky@centurytel.net

YOUR WISCONSIN
TRAILER SOURCE

* Pole trailers

1 ) « Cable reel trailers
§ L N

Y ) _.!_! ,y.r 4 =] « Multi reel trailers
i « Cargo trailers

€ SCHUTT

INDUSTRIES

* Combo trailers

& ;__‘,_;..--—"'
W S + Custom trailers
| T -‘i ' + CRReels
« Light bars
Contact Tim Kenfield @ 920-915-4725, tkenfield@schuttindustries.com

185 Industrial Ave. Clintonville, WI 54929, www.schuttindustries.com
BEHIND YOU ALL THE WAY!

Your ad could be here!

Email info@meuw.org for details.

OMEUW

Register now m
for Webinars ..

An internet connection and a computer are all you need
to educate your entire staff for just $89. Register today at
APPAAcademy.org. Utilities that are not members of the
American Public Power Association can enter coupon
code MEUW to receive the member rate.

m Cybersecurity Webinar Series:
Developing a Cybersecurity Plan Jan. 7

B Public Power’s Unigue Business Model
and Governance Structure Feb. 11

B Electric Utility 101 Series: Generation Feb. 16
B Rating Agency Outlook for Public Power March 16

AP

Where Power and Knowledge Meet «
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