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2018 Joint Superintendents Conference is Almost Here
The new year is around the corner and we are quickly coming upon the 2018 Joint 
Superintendents Conference at the Glacier Canyon Lodge in January.  Mark your 
calendars, make your arrangements and be prepared for a great event.
We have put together a very solid lineup of speakers for both the MEUW Day as well 
as our Joint Day with the Wisconsin Electrical Cooperatives Association.
Topics covered on the first day of the conference will include: cyber and physical 
security, GIS mapping, maintenance best practices, and a presentation on how to use 
your website and social media channels in 2018.  
Some of you might be asking, why website and social media marketing for utilities?  
Well, it’s an important topic and with the advancement of easier to use web design 
and social media applications, it’s not going anywhere.  In fact, virtually anyone with 
a little time on their hands can quickly figure out how to utilize Facebook for a variety 
of uses – beyond just keeping up with friends and family.  
Your website or social media page can be a valuable resource for your customers in 
the event of an emergency such as severe weather to communicate with them about 
potentially hazardous situations or service disruptions.  
Our presenter for this session, Don Stanley is an award-winning faculty member at the University of Wisconsin Madison and owns 
3Rhino Media and he will touch on a host of important topics during his presentation.
On our second day, we are fortunate to have the “Canine Man” Hector Hernandez coming in to talk to us about “Dealing with 
& Responding to Difficult Clients.”  Hector honorably served in the United States Marine Corps Reserve and is a former law 
enforcement officer and is an active police K-9 instructor.  I have no doubt he will provide everyone with some great lessons.
For our keynote speaker, we have Wylie Davidson from DiVal Safety presenting Safe 4 the Right Reasons.  This presentation breaks 
down our basic human nature and delivers a personal motivation to each employee to value their safety.  DiVal Safety has given this 
presentation around the country and to various corporations and safety organizations.  We are very excited to have Wylie Davidson 
discussing this important topic with our members.
Lastly, MEUW wants to say thank you to all of the organizations that have agreed to sponsor this event at various levels and to the other 
scheduled presenters we have for both days.  You will be seeing many knowledgeable and familiar faces discussing a host of important and 
interesting topics.  In addition to the folks mentioned above, we owe a big thanks to ATC, Kaukana’s Eric Miller, Paul Schlies of Energis, 
our own Steve Hedden, Dairyland Power as well as Dave Krause and Bob Pecor for agreeing to join us in January.
Have a safe and festive Holiday Season – see you next year!

Eric Searing  
Marketing and Member Services Manager  

2 Executive
Director Report 3 Safety Notes 7 Classifieds6 Member News 

& Tidbits

2018 JOINT 
SUPERINTENDENTS 

CONFERENCE 
January 17-19 | Glacier Canyon Lodge | 

Wisconsin Dells 
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   60 years of

UTILITY KNOW-HOW
We’ve got the electrical, safety and MRO 
products you need to get the job done.

262.347.2199 | borderstates.com
N29W23606 Woodgate Court E | Pewaukee WI

20-1669 (2015-06)

Pictured here in Belmont are members from surrounding communities.

MEUW Executive Director Report
From Jeff Stone

I have just completed this year’s fall district dinner meetings around the state. These events were 
attended by well over 100 staff, utility commissioners and local officials who represented almost 
half of our member utilities.
It was an opportunity not only for our members to be updated on MEUW activities, but also to 

share items of interest with other member utilities and communities in their area. It is valuable for our members to share 
information as well and build connections with others in our MEUW family. 
Over my first year here at MEUW it has become clear that one of the keys to a strong future for of our organization is helping 
our members to work together. Some business associations focus on growing their membership numbers. Here at MEUW 
we will need to grow by strengthening our members and by bringing them together as part of a larger group.
As our industry moves into an era of greater change, many of our utilities will confront challenges of how to adjust to the new 
reality of the energy and utility world in which we work. We have already addressed some of these issues such as personnel 
hiring and retention, and the increased technology demands in our industry. The economics of electricity are changing also. 
With load growth slowing or even slightly declining in some cases, there will be more competition for territory as a way for 
utilities to grow in the future.
As MEUW works to help our members to deal with a 
changing business and political environment we also must 
understand the value that each of our members represents. 
Part of the strength of our association comes from our 
numbers and our geographic dispersal across our state. 
Each of our member utilities whether they are large or 
small helps connect us to a community and represents a 
constituency that is important when we need to connect 
with elected officials in the state or federal government. 
By having members across the state in various legislative 
districts we have more elected officials who represent 
communities with a Municipal Electric Utility. Elected 
leaders are naturally responsive to interests from the communities that elect them. Even though some of our members may 
be small utilities they still can play a big role in helping to connect with more legislators and to help them understand the 
value we provide to the communities they represent.
Looking to the future we need to do all we can to help keep every Municipal Electric Utility in Wisconsin strong and viable. 
Each of our members is important, and each one of them makes MEUW a stronger resource for the support of all our 
members, large or small.

Jeff Stone

http://www.energisinc.com
https://www.borderstates.com
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Safety Notes
From Mike Czuprynko, MEUW Regional Safety Manager

I hope everybody had a Happy Thanksgiving, and to the hunters out there, hopefully, you had 
better luck than I did!  Piggy backing off my last LIVE Lines article, for those that are not in 
the Regional Safety Management Program (RSMP), 2018 may be a good time to think about 
what safety services you are lacking, and where we can help.  If you need a baseline assessment 
completed for where you currently stand with your safety program, we can help.  This is a great 

way to see where you currently sit with your safety program, identify the positives, dig into what needs to be completed, and 
identify opportunities for improvement.  These would usually take 1-2 days.  If this is something that you are interested in 
starting out with, give me a call and we can have a discussion on how this can be executed.  Following the closing report of 
the baseline assessment would be a great time to have a future discussion on how our services can help your community.
As for MSDSonline, the current communities that have come onboard will start to get calls from our onboarding coordinator 
from MSDSonline.  THERE IS STILL TIME TO SIGN UP IF YOU HAVE NOT YET!
We now have the price down to $977/year, per community! Every community counts, for every community that comes 
on, the price will continue to go down.
If Hazard Communication is one program you don’t want to worry about, and you don’t want to constantly have concerns 
about whether you have an updated version of an SDS, if they’re in GHS format, or even if you just have an SDS for a product, 
then MSDSonline is the answer for you.  The only thing that would need to be done is a chemical inventory of your facility, 
and search MSDSonline for those, save them, and you're done.  A chemical inventory is also something we can help with as 
well.
I am very excited going into 2018 with the RSMP team.  We have completed a lot of items in 2017, and are looking forward 
to seeing how we can continuously improve our program in 2018.  Safety regulations change on a regular basis, and our 
priority is to make sure that those in our program understand those changes, and get trained in the knowledge needed to stay 
compliant.  Again, for those that would be interested in receiving these services, as we are looking to grow our team, don’t 
hesitate to give me a call.  
It’s hard to believe that this is the last Live Lines article for the year.  As this is a busy time for everybody, I encourage everybody 
to take a second to think through the hazards of a task, avoid shortcuts, and take your time.  I want to see everybody have a 
great holiday in the same condition as when they came into work today (if not better condition).

Mike Czuprynko

http://www.acengineer.com
http://www.blpole.com
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Rubber Gloving
From Steve Hedden, MEUW JT&S Instructor

At this point I am sure many of you have heard the MEUW Safety & Education Committee is 
working on replacing the new “Cradle to Cradle, Ground to Ground” rubber gloving rule found 
in Section 407 c) in the APPA Safety Manual.  Many have voiced their concerns about the rule and 
have questioned whether they would follow the rule.  First off, yes, the S&E Committee is working 
on an Addendum which will replace section 407 c).  Second, until it is reviewed and approved by 

the MEUW Board of Directors and your local council or commission, our member’s lineworkers are required to follow the 
rule as stated in 407 c).  Local approval will be needed as they have adopted the APPA Safety Manual as their safety manual, 
so any changes made to it will need to be approved them also.  
The changes are not being proposed to make it easier for the lineworkers.  The main objective to the change made by the 
APPA in section 407 c) was to eliminate accidental electric contacts.  The Safety & Education Committee has the same 
goal but is targeting it in a different more effective manner.  The problem with the cradle to cradle rule is that it hopes by 
increasing the time and area that gloves are required that these contacts will go away.  However the current minimum 
approach distance rule should already accomplish this.  While going through the process of revising the OSHA 1910.269 
and 1926 Subpart V standards OSHA considered changing from the minimum approach distance rule to the cradle to cradle 
method.  After carefully considering this they finally said that what must happen is that employers need to do a better job 
training employees in regards to the minimum approach distance.  I agree with this however I also believe that there needs 
to be better enforcement of the minimum approach distance rule by the supervisors and managers and the lineman must 
discipline themselves and hold each other accountable to truly do away with the accidental contacts. 
This three headed approach of Training, Enforcement, and Accountability 
will make lineworkers understand that not following the Addendum is 
unacceptable.   To accomplish this we will also provide a gloving guidelines 
that will be added to appendix of the safety manual.  This appendix gives 
detailed explanation of how to apply the minimum approach distance rule.  
The MEUW is also targeting this to be required annual training as it a core 
competency of every lineworker and we do need to do a better job teaching rubber gloving practices.  The other two are up 
to you our members.  We have to drive home the message that not wearing rubber gloves or sleeves when they should be on 
is unacceptable.  
Again patience will be needed and the cradle to cradle rule has to be followed until the approval processes are complete 
and on-board training is done during JT&S Session 5.  Zero accidental contacts are a sustainable goal because we will be 
proactively guiding behavior based on training, enforcing, and holding each other accountable.  The job is not dangerous 
because of the tasks our linemen are being asked to do.  It is dangerous because of complacent behaviors and work practices 
which are allowed to exist.  There is no room for this type of behavior in our industry anymore.

Steve Hedden

http://www.utilityssi.com
http://www.forstereng.com


Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin  |  725 Lois Drive, Sun Prairie, WI 53590  |  Phone: 608-837-2263  |  Website: www.meuw.org

Lives Lines  |  December 2017 - Page 5 

Municipal Utility Counsel
ENERGY  •  TELECOMMUNICATIONS  •  WATER & WASTEWATER   

ENVIRONMENTAL  •  CELL TOWER LEASES  •  LABOR & EMPLOYMENT 
LAND USE  •  RIGHT-OF-WAY MANAGEMENT  •  GREEN STRATEGIES

MADISON WI  |  (608) 257-9521  |  BOARDMANCLARK.COM

Kidde Recalls 37.8 Million Fire Extinguishers
From Mike Martin, MEUW Regional Safety Coordinator - Region 4

Some vital information I would like to pass along to everyone regarding the Kidde fire extinguisher 
recall.  We may see some of these fire extinguishers in our communities, but more than likely 
you will have one of the recalled ones in your home.  Also, these fire extinguishers were sold with 
commercial trucks, recreational vehicles, personal watercraft and boats.
I was informed that a township in my area actually has these fire extinguishers in their buildings.  

They figured it was cheaper to buy new ones every year than to hire a company to come in and service them.  So please make 
sure you check not only at home, but at work also.
The Kidde recall includes over 37.8 million fire extinguishers, including models dating back to 1973.  The recall is for 
extinguishers with plastic handles due to a failure to discharge and nozzle detachment: One death has been reported.
I have included the full details of the recall below.  Don’t take your safety for granted, take a few minutes to see if you 
have one of these models.

Description:
•	 This recall involves two styles of Kidde fire extinguishers: plastic handle fire extinguishers and push-button 

Pindicator fire extinguishers.
•	 Plastic handle fire extinguishers: The recall involves 134 models of Kidde fire extinguishers manufactured between 

January 1, 1973 and August 15, 2017, including models that were previously recalled in March 2009 and February 
2015.  The extinguishers were sold in red, white and silver and are ABC- or BC-rated.

Hazard: 
•	 The fire extinguishers can become clogged or require excessive force to discharge and can fail to activate during a 

fire emergency.  In addition, the nozzle can detach with enough force to pose an impact hazard.
Sold At:
•	 Menards, Montgomery Ward, Sears, The Home Depot, Walmart and other department, home and hardware stores 

nationwide, and online at Amazon.com, ShopKidde.com and other retailers for between $12 and $50 and for 
about $200 for model XL 5MR.

•	 For more information call Kidde or follow the link below in consumer contact where you will find a comprehensive 
list of model numbers along with direction on the next step in the recall process.

Consumer contact:
•	 Kidde toll-free at 855-271-0773 from 8:30am – 5:00pm ET Monday through Friday, 9:00am – 3:00pm ET Saturday 

and Sunday or online at www.kidde.com and click on “Product Safety Recall” for more information.

Mike Martin

http://www.powersystem.org
http://www.boardmanclark.com


Wisconsin is filled with extraordinary communities, 
people and things to see. The Badger State is loaded 
with amazing destinations! Executive Director, Jeff 
Stone, will be out and about visiting Wisconsin. Look 
here for snapshots to figure out…where in Wisconsin 
is Jeff Stone?
Submit your guess to info@meuw.org and you could 
win a MEUW prize package.

WINNERS
AUGUST (Hazel Green) Jim Goffinet - Village of Benton

SEPT. (Two Rivers): Okho Bohn-Hagedorn - Energis, Green Bay

OCTOBER (Manitowoc): Jason Bieri - Sturgeon Bay

NOVEMBER (Nevada, Crescent Dunes Solar Energy Project): 
Dave Pahl - Kaukauna Utilities
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'Tis The Season To Be In 
Black River Falls 
Black River Falls shows off their festivity in this picture of 
their downtown Christmas lights. 

Arcadia - New Installation 
Nick Koval (left) and John Leavitt (right) pose for a picture 
with Arcadia's  recent addition of a street light pole.

Member News & Tidbits

mailto:info%40meuw.org?subject=Where%20is%20WI%20is%20Jeff%20Stone
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Upcoming Events
Jan. 9-10 MEUW Underground & Overhead Design  
 Seminar - Holiday Inn, Manitowoc

Jan. 17-19 MEUW/WI REC Joint Superintendent's  
 Conference - Glacier Canyon Lodge,  
 Wisconsin Dells

Feb. 26-28 APPA Legislative Rally - Mayflower Hotel,  
 Washington, D.C.

Classifieds
Menasha Utilities is accepting applications for 
the position of Apprentice/Journeyman Lineman.  
Menasha Utilities is a Wisconsin municipal utility 
serving over 9,100 electric customers in a community 
of 17,437.  

Responsible for performing skilled electrical 
distribution tasks to include; construction, 
maintenance, repair, monitor, and field verification 
work within and on the Electric Distribution and 
Transmission System maintained by Menasha 
Utilities in accordance with standard trade and utility 
practices and standards. 

For a complete job description, qualifications and 
a list of benefits please visit the Menasha Utilities 
website.  

Qualified candidates should apply at www.
menashautilities.com by 4:00 p.m. on December 15, 
2017.

Send your employment opportunities to  
info@meuw.org.

http://www.meuw.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=1/9/2018&eventid=92
http://www.meuw.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=1/9/2018&eventid=92
http://www.meuw.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=1/17/2018&eventid=77
http://www.meuw.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=1/17/2018&eventid=77
http://www.meuw.org/calendar_day.asp?date=2/26/2018&event=84
http://zielies.com
http://www.meuw.org/jts-schedule
mailto:info%40meuw.org?subject=Employment%20Ad
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•   Pole trailers
•   Cable reel trailers
•   Multi reel trailers
•   Cargo trailers
•   Combo trailers
•   Custom trailers
•   CR Reels
•   Light bars

                                                            

Contact Tim Kenfield @ 920-915-4725, tkenfield@schuttindustries.com
185 Industrial Ave. Clintonville, WI 54929, www.schuttindustries.com

BEHIND YOU ALL THE WAY!

YOUR WISCONSIN
TRAILER SOURCE 

WE BUY,
SELL, RENT
AND DELIVER

PO BOX 180, COLMAN, SD 57017
(605) 534-3555 • FAX (605) 534-3861

DIAL DIRECT FREE 800-843-7994
dennis@trelectric.com • http://www.t-r.com

“THE TRANSFORMER PEOPLE”®

DENNIS VAN DAM

BUILDING  TOMORROW’S  UTILITIES  TODAY. 

1.866.370.2243 • email: info@jrundergroundllc.com
916 Blake Street • P.O. Box 82 • Blanchardville, WI 53516

www.jrundergroundllc.com

• Directional Drilling 

• Trenching & Plowing

• Fiber Splicing

Register now  
for Webinars
An internet connection and a computer are all you need 
to educate your entire staff for just $99. Register today at 
www.PublicPower.org/Academy and click on webinars. 
Non-members enter coupon code TPPA to receive the 
member rate.

n Wireless Pole Attachment Regulation at  
the FCC and in the States Dec. 7

n A Public Power Guide to Understanding the  
U.S. Plug-in Electric Vehicle Market Dec. 13

n Workforce Series:  
Game Changers and Gaps in the  
Energy Workforce Pipeline Jan. 11

n Governance Series:  
Communicate the Public Power Advantage Jan. 24

90 TPPA Webinar Ad.indd   1 11/17/17   12:17 PM

http://krausepowerengineering.com
http://www.schuttindustries.com
http://t-r.com
http://www.makovskybrushservice.com
http://jrundergroundllc.com
http://bakertilly.com/industries/energy-and-utilities/
https://www.publicpower.org/index.php/event/group/webinars

