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MEUW CONNECTS WITH MEMBERS: PUBLIC POWER WEEK

Public power utilities across the country celebrated Public Power Week, Oct. 2-8, 2016 through community events and
social media campaigns. 2016 marked the 30th year of celebrating Public Power Week, which gives public power utilities
the opportunity to interact with customers and promote the benefits of local, community-owned power. MEUW
members across Wisconsin served their communities - some via literature, others offered educational outlets, a few
offered a more traditional Wisconsin style tailgate, and one in an unexpected special way!

River Falls Municipal Utilities showed their creative spark organizing a medallion hunt for Public Power Week. Clues
were posted at the River Fall City Hall as well as on the River Falls Municipal Utilities website and Facebook page. Each
day starting on October 3rd, a clue was disclosed. The final clue was given on October 6th providing the diligent puzzle

solver with the location to the hidden Public Power Medallion. In exchange for the medallion, the seeker received a new
kayak.

The Public Power Medallion was claimed at City Hall on Thursday, October 6. Congratulations to Shawn, a 4th grader at
River Falls Montessori Academy. Shawn found the medallion hidden in a limestone rock outcrop on the West side of the
mound. One of the best views of River Falls.

Thank you to all of our members and communities for making this year extra special!

S
UN PRAIRIE UTILI TIES

Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin’s mission is to lead, unify, advance and protect the interests of Wisconsin’s municipally owned MEUW 24/7 Emergency Notification Contact Information:
utilities. Since 1928, MEUW has been the trade association for Wisconsin's 82 public power communities and is affiliated with the 1-844-MEUW 911 (1-844-638-9911)

American Public Power Association (APPA), www.publicpower.org.
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MEUW Association Update

From Bob Trussoni, President, MEUW

MEUW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HIRED

After a long wait we have a new Executive Director on board for MEUW.
Jeff Stone has been hired to lead MEUW forward into a bright future. Many
of you may already know Jeft since he comes from the PSCW as Division
Administrator, Water, Compliance, and Consumer Affairs. Jeff is very well-known in the
MEUW, PSCW, and legislative communities bringing a tremendous amount of knowledge and
resources to the position. This will help greatly with the transition into his new role.

Jeft starts at MEUW on November 3rd and will spend the first couple of days getting up to
speed with the interim Executive Director, Tom Bushman, and me. His focus will be on getting
to know his employee team, visiting MEUW members, and working on the budget and other
pending issues.

I want to thank the selection committee: Jeff Feldt, Paul Hermanson, Tim Herlitzka, and Jem
Brown for all of their work in seeing this process through. I also want to thank the Board of
Directors for placing their trust in the selection committee and the Executive Committee. I
also want to thank Lanie Prouse of Mycoff, Fry, and Prouse LLC who facilitated the hiring
process.

This completes the restaffing process that was underway for the last few months. We now
have all four positions filled with energetic employees who display a positive attitude and are
anxious to make MEUW more successful than ever. The team that has been created is giving
every indication that this will truly happen. All feedback that I have received so far on the
new hires has been very positive and I expect we will hear the same with Jeft.

Please take every opportunity to welcome
Jeff and the other new employees to MEUW.

B«rg Fnussons

General Manager
Marshfield Utilities
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MEUW Interim Executive Director Report

From Tom Bushman

Hi Everyone,

I hope you all have taken some time to enjoy some of the great fall weather
we have been having! My article this month will be to help clarify the changes
made to the Job Training and Safety Program (JT&S) last year. As you know,
MEUW charges a flat fee based on the number of linemen you have at your
utility. In the past there was a fee per person who attended the training regardless of their position.
To clarify, this means in the past we would have charged an additional fee for having metering
personnel, tree trimmers or other employees attending the training session. Further, formally to cut
costs we offered % day pricing as a way of making those extra personnel more affordable.

In an effort to get as many qualified and better trained personnel as possible, we will now allow our
utilities to have positions (that are not linemen) attend pertinent training sessions at no additional

charge. The goal of MEUW is to offer job training as well as access to our safety program at the

most reasonable, cost-effective way we can.

Now, the next problem we may run into is space. Currently, we have several training sites which have
multiple utilities attending. Because we want our sessions to meet the needs of our attendees, we need
to be mindful of extra participants. Therefore, as others are interested in training we may need to
change the venue to accommodate everyone. In order to get out in front of this problem, I would ask
that you contact the training site with a count of

any additional employees for a specific topic. I /
would also ask that the training sites notify the ‘
JT&S Instructor of the added personnel so they
can be better prepared with handouts and/or re-
quired training materials. Balance is the key, mak-
ing each session the best quality for everyone.

60 years of

UTILITY KNOW-HOW

We've got the electrical, safety and MRO
products you need to get the job done.

IEEEA| BORDER STATES

Supply Chain Solutions™

I thank you in advance for your cooperation in
this matter. We are hoping utilities will take
advantage of this no cost benefit and possibly even
share with their DPW if they choose. Please look

262.347.2199 | borderstates.com
N29W23606 Woodgate Court E | Pewaukee W

for our upcoming JT&S Training and Safety b d
. . oardaman
Training programs on our website and Facebook
page. & Clarkllp
LAW FIRM
%Bu@fm MUNICIPAL UTILITY COUNSEL
) ) . Energy o Telecommunications o Water & Wastewater
Interim Executive Director Land Use « Environmental « Employee Benefits
MEUW Labor & Employment « Green Strategies
Madison WI ¢ (608) 257-9521 » www.boardmanclark.com

lJ M E U W Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin | 725 Lois Drive, Sun Prairie, WI 53590 | Phone: 608-837-2263 | Website: www.meuw.org


http://www.boardmanclark.com/
https://www.borderstates.com/

Live Lines | November 2016 - Page 4

From: Michael Czuprynko, Regional Safety Manager

Hello MEUW friends and colleagues!

MEUW is experiencing changes to our team. Most
recently, two of our Regional Safety Coordinators
have resigned from MEUW to pursue other
interests. Our MEUW family wishes them the best
in their future endeavors. As we look forward to
adding new talent to our team, we have been
working diligently to backfill both positions. Our
hiring team has collected over one hundred applica-
tions. Now, as we have narrowed our selections to
approximately twenty potential candidates, we are
moving as quickly as possible. The phone screening
portion has been completed, and scheduling
interviews are in the works. We whole-heartedly
appreciate your patience during this time. MEUW

works hard to hire the best - providing our members G M E U W % . é {{J’]ﬂ !
and communities with first class service! Cﬁf",l”,g W :
Fall has finally arrived and there is a chill in the air!

That means it’s hunting season! It is hard to believe November 24 Thanksgiving Holiday MEUW office closed
that it is already November! Most of us, including November 25  Thanksgiving Holiday MEUW office closed
myself, usually can’t wait for this time of the year to
get out into the woods. I would just like to remind
everybody to stay safe this hunting season, as we

want to see everybody come back from the season December 30  New Years Celebration MEUW office closed
safe and sound.

December 23  Christmas Celebration MEUW office closed

December 26  Christmas Celebration MEUW office closed

January 02 New Years Celebration MEUW office closed
Best of luck in whatever brings you happiness this
season and be sure to reach out to me with questions
or concerns.

January 10-11  JT&S Troubleshooting Seminar, Madison
January 18-20  Joint Superintendents Conference

February 22 Management Training Program Session A
Take good care, ¢ 2ng 2 719"
Time Management, Wisconsin Dells

%‘& CMWZ{ Mark Your Calendars! Visit the

MEUW website for a full list . [i Find us on:
facebook.

Regional Safety Manager
MEUW

[ g |
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CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW? NOISE HAZZARDS IN THE WORKPLACE

From Sean T. Wall, Regional Safety Coordinator—Region 5

Let’s do a quick exercise about our senses, specifically sight and hearing. First, I want
you to write down your favorite color. This is a question I'm sure you have answered
hundreds of times throughout your life. Most times, it probably has only changed once
or twice, or possibly not at all. OK, the second question...write down your favorite
noise. Guessing that you have a lot more than just one come to mind. When you were
younger, your favorite sound might have been that bell at the end of the school day. As
you got older, maybe it was the sound of engine you had in your first car, or the sound of your grandfather’s
rifle going off as you brought down your first deer, or it might be the sound of your son or daughter saying
“I'love you”. Your hearing is a gift, one that we all need to think about a little bit more.

While protecting our hearing should be something we all try to do, OSHA tells us that we need to protect it as
well. OSHA states that if you work in a noisy environ- ¥y

ment, or if you work with noisy equipment, you need to
have a Hearing Conservation Program. OSHA defines
“noisy” as ‘anything over 85 decibels (dB)’. Think back
to earlier this morning when that dreaded alarm clock
woke you up. On average, that sound is right around 80
dB (even though I'm sure it sounds A LOT louder).

While it’s just about impossible to get rid of everything
that creates noise, there are ways that we can control
noise levels. You can use engineering controls and build
a wall separating a noisy piece of equipment from the
area where employees work. Administrative controls,
such as moving workers farther away from noise, is
another. If engineering or administrative controls do
not work, then PPE comes into play. There are several
different types of hearing protection to suit the needs

of employees. Overall, it basically comes down to
protection level and comfort. Those with sensitive ears might opt for ear mulffs, while others working in hot
conditions might opt for ear plugs. Regardless of preference, there is a type of hearing protection to suit the
needs of just about any employee. The hardest part is ensuring everyone is wearing it.

For the most part, employees know what pieces of equipment are noisy. Any employee using a chain saw
knows they should wear hearing protection while operating it (FYI...average decibel rating for a chain saw is
100 dB’s). However, what about a hydraulic tamper? According to the noise surveys conducted, hydraulic
tampers show to be between 89-92 decibels, so hearing protection should be worn for sure!

The main reason to conduct these noise surveys is to ensure employees in communities are aware of the noise
hazards in their work place. Like anything with safety, part of our job as MEUW
Regional Safety Coordinators is to ensure the employees we care for leave work
the same way they came in ... that includes their hearing. Once hearing loss oc-
curs, it is gone forever. Hearing aids may help, but nothing will ever bring back a
normal level of hearing. We need to do what we can to protect one of our most
valuable senses. Not being able to hear the sound of leaves crunching underfoot
would make this time of the year a little less enjoyable.

[ g |
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Because of frequent damage occurring
9 to secondary pedestals a member is

considering applying labels to them to
raise awareness to the danger inside of the pedestal.
Are warning or danger labels required on the exterior

of secondary pedestals, and if so what type are required?

Answer: Both the NESC ANSI C2 rules and OSHA
regulations require signs at appropriate places around util-

ity facilities and workplaces.

NESC Part 3 Section 381 G. Pad-mounted and other

aboveground equipment

1. Pad-mounted and other aboveground equipment shall
have an enclosure that is either locked or otherwise

secured against unauthorized entry.

2. Access to exposed live parts in excess of 600 V shall
require two separate conscious acts. The first shall be the
opening of a door or barrier that is locked or otherwise
secured against unauthorized entry as required by Rule
381Gl1. The second act shall be either the opening of a
door or the removal of a barrier.

RECOMMENDATION: A prominent and appropriate

safety sign should be visible when the first door or
barrier is opened or removed.

NOTE: ANSI Z535.1-2006, ANSI Z535.2, ANSI Z535.3,
and ANSI Z535.4, contain information regarding safety

signs.

poles since

Sustaln-akble.s‘up? %ﬁ %ﬁlty

o c

>arah Dunlavy

¥ Tell: 715-492-0188

sarahidunlavy@blpole.com
F'
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ANSI Z535 standards that specify the attributes of appro-
priate safety signs and labels for utility use include ANSI
7535.2: Environmental and Facility Safety Signs, ANSI
7535.3: Criteria for Safety Symbols and ANSI Z535.5:
Safety Tags and Barricade Tapes (for Temporary Hazards).
The coordinated ANSI Z535 criteria apply to every
temporary or permanent safety sign or tag on a utility
system.

Rectangular ADANGER Signal
Fleld ——p

Safety signs are comprised .4 /- Word
Alert Symbol For your safety |

of a signal word panel and Sl - Keep Off -

Action to 1 - Optional

. n

a message panel, in many  aveid Hazard < e Byt
anel

cases augmented by a

Hazard
safety symbol panel. Identification —*| Hazardous voltage | Message
and elevation above | Panel
Wil shock, burn or
causo fall or death

Danger indicates a

Contact

hazardous situation that,  iformation * ey P G

if not avoided, will result

in death or serious injury. Used only in the most extreme
situations, usually involving immediate access to the
hazard without an intervening spatial or mechanical
barrier. This type of safety sign is recommended inside

electrical equipment where direct access is possible.

Warning indicates a hazardous situation that, if not
avoided, could result in death or serious injury. This type
of safety sign is used on the outside of a spatial or

mechanical barrier separating the viewer from the hazard.

In summary, warning signs are recommended by the
NESC on the outside of secondary pedestals to warn the
public of the hazard that exists inside the equipment.
Whether or not it will prevent damage to your secondary
pedestals is unsure, however, it requires the public to
recognize and respect the hazard.

? Thanks for your questions!

—  Keep sending them to: shedden@meuw.org

2 ZIELIES

See us for all your
vegetation management needs

zielies.com 1-877-550-7689

[ g |
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O Ctussified

Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin (MEUW)
is looking for a highly motivated, ambitious and
outgoing individual to serve as the Regional Safety
Coordinator for one geographic region of Wisconsin.

for a complete job description and
application details.

Bangor Municipal Utility is looking for a full-time
Journeyman Lineman. for a complete job
description and application details.

Manitowoc Public Utilities is seeking applicants
for the position of Water System Operator.

for a complete job description and
application details.

Reedsburg Utility Commission is taking applica-
tions for the position of full-time Sales Representative
and Marketing Specialist. for a complete
job description and application details.

Jefferson Utilities is seeking a Journey-Level
Electric Line Worker/Apprentice Line Worker.

for a complete job description and
application details.

Municipally owned Westby Electric Utility an EOE is
recruiting an individual to fill a Journey Lineman
Position. for a complete job description
and application details.

The Village of Sauk City is seeking candidates for
a full time Bookkeeper/Clerk. fora
complete job description and application details.

Stoughton Utilities is seeking a qualified
candidate to serve as a Journeyman Lineman.

for a complete job description and
application details.

Send your employment opportunities to info@meuw.org.

GOMEUW
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RELAX

YOU CALLED ENERGIS.

920.632.7929 | info@energisinc.d
energisinc.com

ISO 9001 FEEWSC o Wegnmin topere sie

ssssssssssssssssssss

UTILITY

SAI&ES
SERVICE

Forster
_Electrical
I Engineering

Excellence in Electqcal Distribution Design since 1981

forstereng@forstereng.com 550 Nrth Burr Oak Ave.
www.forstereng.com (608) 835-9009 WI 53575

® Electrical Engineering Consqlt ) ':A
and Planning -

® Electrical System Compylerﬁ!‘ )

® Electrical System Co ation-
Sectionalizing . o8] ‘

® Distributed Generation

® Field Inspections and Inventories

° Electriééi Substatn‘\
B o Insulated Power Cq I

® Stray Voltage and Oﬂié Id
‘Testing | o Il -

FULL-SERVICE FINSULTANTS

' Communications, IT, and Smart Grid Automation
Economics, Rates, and Business Planning

' Electrical Engineering
Planning and Design
Procurement, Contracts, and Deployment

'PS Power System
Engineering, Inc.
www.powersystem.org 866-825-8895
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‘©’ Experience that matters

- -
BAKER TILLY
Jodi Dobson Accountants and Advisors
jodi.dobson@baker tilly.com
Tom Unke Connect with us: bakertilly.com
800 362 7301

thomas.unke@bakertilly.com
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RIGHT-OF-WAY CLEARING

“Clearing The Way To Reliable Energy”

(715) 428-2121 makovsky@centurytel.net

Powerful
solutions for
aduSe ..o
POWERENGINEERING needs.

Solutions for your substation and T&D projects that are:
« Innovative » Technically sound
» Cost effective » Operable

For experience you can trust, contact:
Dave Krause, P.E. - dkrause@krausepowerengineering.com
Phone: 715-577-1369  Fax: 715-861-3916
W Krausepowerengineering.com

¢ SCHUTT YOUR WISCONSIN
N INDUSTRIES TRAILER SOURCE
Pole trailers

Cable reel trailers
Multi reel trailers
Cargo trailers
Combo trailers
Custom trailers
CR Reels

Light bars

on . flk-—«-,;(ﬁ

R
"‘%w ~

Contact Tim Kenfield @ 920-915-4725, tkenfield@schuttindustries.com
185 Industrial Ave. Clintonville, Wl 54929, www.schuttindustries.com

BEHIND YOU ALL THE WAY!

“THE TRANSFORMER PEOPLE"®

RR ELECTRIC

®  SUPPLY COMPANY INCORPORATED

DENNIS VAN DAM

WE BUY, PO BOX 180, COLMAN, SD 57017
iﬁIBLbIZERIILR (605) 534-3555  FAX (605) 534-3861

DIAL DIRECT FREE 800-843-7994
dennis@trelectric.com e http://www.t-rcom

* Directional Drilling

* Trenching & Plowing

UNDERGROUND

+ Fiber Splicing

BUILDING TOMORROW'’S UTILITIES TODAY.

1.866.370.2243 » email: info@jrundergroundllc.com
916 Blake Street + P.O. Box 82 - Blanchardville, WI 53516

www.jrundergroundllc.com

GOMEUW

ister now
for ebinars .——.

An internet connection and a computer are all you need
to educate your entire staff for just $99. Register today at
APPAAcademy.org. Non-APPA members enter coupon
code MEUW to receive the member rate.

m Distributed Energy Resources/Public Power Forward
Webinar Series: Consumer Perspectives on
Distributed Generation
Nov. 1

m Distributed Energy Resources/Public Power Forward
Webinar Series: The Value of Distributed Energy
Resources
Nov. 10

m Raising Awareness of Public Power Webinar Series:
Bottom Line Branding: The Public Power Story
Nov. 16

OMEUW APPA ey
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